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Added vividness is given to the story of Paul and 
Silas in the Roman prison at Philippi, as read in the 
light of Dr. Arthur Mitchell’s picture of the Tulli- 
anum dungeon ; and the lesson of the jailer’s conver- 
sion is shown anew to have its helpful teachings to 
every sin-imprisoned soul. 


Many a lesson has come along the ages from Hun- 
dred-Gated Thebes; but never a more telling one 
than that which Mrs. Bates presses on us all, in song, 
in the thought of our hundred-gated souls: 


“ Set sentinels at all thy hundred gates, 
Nor let them faint nor sleep.” 


Said the crab, according to an oriental proverb, 
“ Daughter, why do you walk crooked?” “ Mother,” 
said the young crab, “show me how to go straight.” 
There is no better mode of practical teaching than by 
example. Mr. Peloubet has that idea in Sunday- 
school work, and he is to set before our readers an 
exbibit of sundry good examples in Sunday-school 
method. His first sketch is of an example to good 
givers. We shall be glad to know that this example 
is improved on in many schools reached by this pre- 
sentation. 


An article by Professor Austin Phelps is always 
sure of interested readers ; but there is an added time- 
liness in his article on God and Christ in Christian 
Experience, which we give, from his pen, this week, in 


“| morning through? 





its application to the newly discussed irreligion of 
Mr. Matthew Arnold. Professor Phelps does not hesi- 
tate to characterize the religious position of that critic 
and poet as more “ unspeakably silly ” than anything 
else in “ our modern literature ;” and Professor Phelps 
has more than a fair acquaintance with both literature 
and dogma, as also with Literature and Dogma. 


Nature never builds fences. The mountain slopes 
down to meet the valley, the day fades and darkens 
into night, the shore shelves off into the sea, but the 
exact point at which the one mérges in the other*is 
undetermined. Is there then no distinction between 
them? Is the daytime as the night, because no eye 
can fix the instant when the gates unclose to let the 
Is the separation between land 
and sea unreal, because between them lies a narrow 
strip over which they alternately hold sway? The 
Christian life must slope downward to meet the world 
and mingle with it. In business partnerships, in 
political interests, in social matters, in hundreds of 
affairs, the Christian and unchristian man must meet 
on neutral ground. Is the distinction between them 
therefore lost, even for an instant? Because they have 
great interests in common, because in many things they 
act alike, is the one in all essentials like the other? No 
more than the day is as the night. Narrow is the 
border-land on which the two men meet. As regards 
all the great realities the one is in the shadowy valley 
and the other on the sunlit heights; both touch the 
twilight’s border-land, but one never passes over it 
into the day, nor the other beyond it into the night. 


A good part of duty is expressed in the simple 
imperative, Remember. In the hurry of daily life 
there are hundreds of things left undone which ought 
to be done, and in the majority of cases it is not will- 
ful neglect but forgetful neglect which is to blame. 
The things which appeal most strongly to our atten- 
tion in this mart of Vanity Fair are not the things 
whose acquirement by us would be to the greater glory 
of God or our own good. Beneath the noises which 
break upon the ear with their suggestions of forbidden 
pleasure, there are softer voices which whisper of bet- 
ter things than are to be found amid the brawling and 
blustering of those whose trade is in the souls of men ; 
and it is concerning those neglected duties, and con- 
cerning those better things, unseen and apt to be for- 
gotten, yet all-powerful for weal, that the Spirit often 
speaks in the ear of the froward and careless child of 
God the single, sufficient word: Remember. Where 
that word is heeded, the soul is,snatched from peril ; 
where it is unheeded, another barrier in the way to 
Death goes down. Where the memory of God's 
teachings, with respect to right and wrong, is ever 
present to the mind, there is less chance of trans- 
gression; where that memory does not exist, transgres- 
sion is absolutely certain. 


Neutrality is sometimes a good ‘thing, and some- 
times a bad thing; generally it is the latter rather 
than the former. When a man gets so thoroughly 
impartial that he can be at one with the fleshly poet 
in proclaiming himself 

“ Neither for God nor for his enemies,” 
you may be pretty certain that, whether consciously 
or not, he is on the Devil's side rather than on God’s 





side. There is a spurious liberality which prides itself 
on its judicial poise on all questions of morals or reli- 
gion, and which refuses to exert any influence on the 
side of good, because that would be to interfere with 
every man’s right of judging for himself on these 
questions. Absurd and contemptible as this conduct 
is when it bas to do with the relations between adult 
and adult, it is still more absurd and contemptible 
when it has to do with the relations between adults 
and children. It seems hardly possible, but yet it is 
a fact, that there are parents who, in the training of 
their children, deliberately exclude all positive reli- 
gious teaching, on the ground that when the little ones 
grow up, they will be the better able to decide for 
themselves, without prejudice and without bias, what 
form of faith or or un-faith they will adopt. There 
is only one thing in child-training which can be worse 
than this specious impartiality, and that is the deliber- 
ate indoctrination of the child into evil. No one 
who recognizes the fact that good is good and evil is 
evil will hesitate to avow that he will do all that he 
honestly can, to influence—bras, or prejudice, if you 
will—the child’s mind in favor of God and of good. 
Bigotry and narrowness are not lovely traits; but it 
is better, a hundred fold, to be bigoted on the side of 
God than to be distinguished by that false liberalism 
whose whole influence, though professedly neutral, 1s 
on the side of the Devil. 





HOW TO MAKE CLEAR THAT WHICH 
YOU WOULD TEACH. 


By its very nature, the teaching-process includes 
the idea of a teacher, a learner, and a lesson. There 
must be some one who would teach, some one who 
should learn, and something to be taught by the 
teacher to the learner. In the teaching-process, the 
scholar must give his attention, the teacher must 
make clear that which he would teach, and teacher 
and scholar must co-work in securing to the scholar’s 
mind the truth which the teacher has in his mind for 
this teaching. So much for the philosophy of the 
teaching-process. And now, in taking one point at a 
time, How can a teacher make clear to a scholar that 
which he would teach to that scholar? 

To begin with, a teacher must have the truth 
clearly in his own mind. He must know precisely 
what the truth is—the fact or the doctrine—which he 
would make clear to his scholar. He is in no condi- 
tion to make clear to another that which is not clear 
to himself. So long as he is in doubt as to the real 
meaning, or the practical bearing, of a lesson, it is 
vain for him to try to show its real meaning, or its 
practical bearing, to anybody else; “for he that 
doubteth is like the surge of the sea:” let not that 
man think that he shall give anything to one who is 
more in dyubt than himself. 

And when a man has clearly in his owa mind that 
which he would teach to another, who is all attention 
before him, he must concentrate his chief energies on 
the work of making that truth clear to that scholar. 
It is not then a question for him, whether that is the 
most important truth in the world ; it is enough that 
it is the truth he is trying to teach. Nor is he just 
then to strive at being attractive as a teacher, or 
impressive as a teacher; those qualities are very well 
in their way, but it is clearness, not attractiveness, or 
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impressiveness, which is needed in making a truth 
clear ; snd in order to make a truth clear, a teacher’s 
whole mind must, for the time being, be set on clear- 
ness of teaching : that must be the one thing he is liv- 
ing for while it is the one thing he is attempting. 

To meke a truth clear to another, involves an 
understanding of that other’s mind, in its attainments, 
its limitations, and its methods of working. The 
truth which is already clear in the teacher’s mind 
must be made clear to the scholar’s comprehension ; 
and to this end the truth must be so phrased, so illus- 
trated, and so applied, as to be clear—not alone to 
the one who imparts it, but to the one who is to 
receive it. It is not a question whether a certain 
putting of the truth ought to be clear to the learner, 
but whether it will be; not, whether that putting 
would be clear to another learner, to the average 
learner, ut whether it will be clear to this learner. 
In order to make clear that which he would teach, a 
teacher must, therefore, put himself alongside of his 
scholar, in knowledge and in sympathy ; must bring 
himself down to the scholar’s level of understanding 
and thought and feeling. If there are more scholars 
than one to be taught at one and the same time, then the 
teacher must bring himself to the level of the lowest 
of these scholars; for if those of the lowest grade can 
understand him, those of the grades above that will 
understand him also; while, on the other hand, mak- 
ing a truth clear to the higher grade does not neces- 
sarily make it clear to the lower. 

The words chosen for the phrasing of a truth which 
is to be made clear, should be words which the scholar 
already understands; or, if he has not understood 
these words before, he should now be helped to under- 
stand them. No matter how attentive the scholar 
may be, nor yet how all-important may be the truth 
which is declared to him ; unless his teacher addresses 
him in words within his comprehension he must fail 
to comprehend the truth for which he is waiting. 


“ Tell me the story simply, 
As to a little child,” 


is the call of many a learner who is addressed as if he 
had knowledge far beyond a child’s. And, again, 
an adaptation in the manner of address in teathing 
has much to do with making clear the truth which is 
to be taught. 
“Tell me the story slowly, 
That I may take it in.” 


A scholar of slow thought must have the teacher's 
help in slow and patient teaching. No matter how 
long it takes to make the one truth in hand clear to 
the one scholar under instruction; no matter how 
many times the words chosen to make that truth clear 
have to be changed, or re-stated ;—the teacher must 
keep on trying; for, to make just that truth clear to 
that particular scholar is the only thing that is really 
worth thinking about by that teacher—until that 
thing is finally accomplished. 

Illustration is an important help in making a truth 
clear, if only it be used fittingly, in the line of illus- 
tration, and for the purpose of making the truth clear. 
Appropriate anecdotes are not necessarily illustra. 
tions. Indeed, those anecdotes and figures of speech 
which are so frequently introduced into lesson teach- 
ing are more commonly not illustrations; nor are 
they used as such. Their purpose is ordinarily rather 
to attract or to impress than to enlighten; whereas 
an illustration, as its very name indicates, should be 
used to enlighten. An anecdote which is not an 
illustration of the very truth which the teacher is 
teaching, tends to draw away the scholar’s mind from 
that truth which he should be gaining; and so far it 
re(ards rather than promotes the teacher's clearness 
in teaching. For a teacher to show how a truth 
which the scholar does not quite understand is like a 
truth which is familiar to the scholar, is to illustrate 
that truth, and thereby to enlighten the scholar. 

Simple truths from the Bible text can be made 
clear by illustration ; so, also, can the more complex 


‘and difficult truths—which have any possibility of'| ground the work of C 





whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap;” 
might have its helpful illustration, merely as a figure 
of speech, by telling of a boy’s mistaking poppy-seed 
for radish-seed, in planting time, and then wondering 
how he came-to have poppies instead of radishes in 
his garden. Again, that text might be illustrated in 
its mental and moral bearings, by telling of two 
school-boys, one of whom studied faithfully, and the 
other wasted his time in play, and then picturing 
those boys after their school-days were over, the one 
well informed, and able to fill a place accordingly, the 
other behind-hand in all the competitions of active 
life; or, again, in telling of two boys, the one doing 
deeds of kindness, and the other showing himself sel- 
fish and ill-natured, with the sure results of their dif- 
ferent courses in their after lives, and in their times 
of need. 

Dr. Dowling has shown how a simple illustration 
may make clear the truth of such seeming contradic- 
tions as Paul’s separate statements that we are saved 
by faith, and, again, that we are saved by grace. 
The illustration is that of a man falling from the 
deck of a moving steamer. The captain instantly 
orders the engines stopped ; a boat is lowered; a rope 
is thrown to the struggling man; the man clutches at 
the rope; he is saved; saved by the loving-kindness 
of the captain; sa¥ed also by his clutching at the 
proffered rope. 

The help of the eye, of the scholar’s eye, ought to 
be sought by the teacher in his effort at making clear 
the truth he would teach. Maps and pictures, and 
other visible helps, have their important place in this 
line of effort. Yet, more commonly, the blackboard, 
or the class slate, or a sheet of paper and a pencil, 
can be made to do much toward making clear that 
which the teacher would teach. Peculiarly is this the 
case where the lesson includes a narrative, and where 
the relative positions of persons and places need to be 
understood, Itis hardly less useful where related truths 
are to be considered over against each other. With 
all scholars who can read, the directing of their atten- 
tion to the text itself, in conjunction with the teacher's 
explanations, can be made to perform an important 
part in making clear that which the teacher would 
teach. 

Making clear that which you would teach, is not 
the whole of teaching ; but there is no teaching with- 
out it. There are other things to be done besides this ; 
things which, in their place, are even more important 
than this; but this is the thing of things for you to 
attend to when it is the thing you are attempting as 
a teacher. How to do it, is a point of pre-eminent 
importance to you, when you have it to do. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


A seeming difference, or a seeming contradiction, is 
not always arealone. This is peculiarly evident in the 
progress of intelligent Bible study ; and there is, perhaps, 
a gain in calling attention to such an illustration of it 
as is furnished by the question of an intelligent Illinois 
correspondent, who writes : 

I notice that Dr. Woolsey, in your paper of January 5, says : 
“ As there was no teaching office in the church, the temptation 
was so much the greater,’ etc. If the Doctor is correct here, 
how are such statements as those contained in Acts 13: 1, Romans 
12: 7, 1 Corinthians 12: 28, and Ephesians 4: 11, to be under- 
atood ? 

Dr. Woolsey does not say that there were no “ teachers” 
in the church; nor yet that there was no divine sanction 
of the teaching of any who did teach. He simply says 
that “there was no teaching office in the church;” no 
distinct and separate class of men ordained and devoted 
to the work of teaching as distinct from preaching, or 
ministering, or administering. He might have said, also, 
in the same sense, that there was no preaching “ office” 
in the church. The apostles could both preach and 
teach, as well as minister and administer in their sphere. 
So, also, could the elders, or presbyters; and so, again, 
could the deacons. Even the lay brethren could both 
“preach” and “teach” in their spheres, although they 
held no office in whic they could administer officially. 
In other words, there were no official guards thrown 
hristian preaching and Christian 


clearness to the human mind. For example, the | teaching in the early church, so as to exclude all untrained 


text; “ Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 


| and unordained persons from having a part in either of 





these good works. There is nothing in the texts referred 
to that conflicts with this view of Dr. Woolsey’s state- 
ment, 


It is a very common thing to mistake the old for the 
new, and to find fault with that which is venerable, on 
the score of its unjustifiable novelty. In this line there 
comes a complaint from a Connecticut correspondent, 
who says: 

Why should the Rev. F. N. Peloubet print, in his series of 
International question-books, one article of the Apostles’ Creed 
as: “‘ The third day he rose again from the dead” ? Whence the 
“again”? I was reared in the Episcopal Church, where this 
creed is recited at each full service; but I have never heard, or 
seen, the “again” until this edition of the question-books 
referred to. Resurrexit may be interpreted to mean “rose 
again;” but the implication of “rose again” is “ rose twice,” 
which resurrezit does not mean. Is there any authority for 
this change? It causes me considerable annoyance; as, in the 
recitation of the creed, those who have memorized the old form 
clash with those who have learned the new, and it will besome 
weeks before we harmonize; in the meantime, the clashing 
mars the solemnity of the recitation. 

Now, the simple fact is, that the phrase “ rose again 
from the dead” appears in the “ Apostles’ Creed,” as 
given in the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of 
England. It also appears in the English form used in 
the Roman Catholic Church; and in that used in the 
Presbyterian and Methodist Episcopal churches. It is 
the older English form; it is the more commonly 
employed form. It is quite likely that Mr. Peloubet 
used it out of regard to its venerableness and its general 
currency, in spite of the fact that a single denomination 
in America employs a different form. And, by the way, 
a recognized meaning of the word “ again,” as given in 
Webster’s and Worcester’s Dictionaries, and as used in 
our English Bibles, is, “in return,” or, “ back.’ So, for 
instance, in Exodus 23: 4: “If thou meet thine enemy’s 
ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back 
to him again.” Wouldn’t this command apply toa man 
the first time he found an enemy’s animal going astray? 
We think it would. And that seems to be Mr. Peloubet’s 
idea of it. 

Those who already know most, are commonly most 
desirous of knowing more. The wisest are ever the most 
teachable. This truth is made evident in lesser matters 
and in larger. If a suggestion or a warning as to 
methods of working be made in these pages, it is surest 
to command the instant attention of the most skilled 
and the best trained workers among our many readers. 
A fresh illustration of this is found in a letter from a 
Canadian worker, as follows: 

In a recent issue you condemned most strongly collections 
{for running expenses} in Sunday-schools. I am superin- 
tendent of a mission school; I mean a school in which the 
teachers are members of different denominations, and the plan 
is to conduct the school in the interest simply of children who 
go nowhere else. We therefore receive no church aid. We 
have always fancied that it would give the children more inter- 
est in the school if we allowed them to contribute to the 
expenses, and I have repeatedly fully explained this to be the 
reason why a collection was taken up. In a word, we fancied 
the children would feel more as if it were ‘‘ our school,’’ and at 
the same time it would educate them in systematic giving. The 
amount they do contribute is very small, I need hardly say, 
and it is of no appreciable help in the matter of the expense of 
maintaining the school, so that the teachers could not be said 
to gain anything by it. I should be very sorry, indeed, did the 
children suppose “they had to pay” for what they got at the 
school. Perhaps you could find time and space to “ note”’ your 
views on this aspect of the matter. 


We have no doubt that, in such a school as the one 
above described, there would be a gain in raising the 
money for current expenses by personal effort among 
the teachers, or outside, in order that all the contribu- 
tions from the scholars might be for purely charitable 
purposes. If the scholars understand that it is their 
money which sustains the school, they will be constantly 
tempted to question whether they are getting their full 
money’s worth in return. If their money buys the 
papers and cards for distribution, they may be asking 
whether they would not save something by buying these 
things at first hand. In any event, there is a selfish 
aspect to the interest which is awakened in their minds 
by their giving for theirown school, But if their s¢hool 
is provided for them without cost to them, there is an 
added propriety in calling on them to give for the help 
of others ; and such giving would be in every light a gain 
tothem. The writer of this speaks on this point out of 
a wide and varied experience with mission schools in 
city and country, »s in church schools also; and he has 
no doubt as tothe superior advantages of a plan which uses 
all the collections of any Sunday-school for missionary 
and other charitable purposes, 
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THE HUNDRED GATES. 
~ BY MRS, CLARA DOTY BATES. 


Of old within the valley of the Nile 
A city stood, and still its records stand, 
With massive walls encircling mile on mile, 
And gates at every hand, 


An hundred gates there were; to south and north, 
To east and west, their hinges swinging wide, 
Let thage within, if so they would, go forth 
To all the world outside. 


This to the desert led, where camels’ feet 
Toiled through the sani yet left no dint of hoof; 
That to the mountain, which from tempest and heat 
Kept its high head aloof; 


This to the river’s lotus-bordered shore; 

That to the tombs cut in th’ enduring rocks; 
Another to the plain, where lowly, poor, 
The shepherds kept their flocks. 


Thence went the beggar crouching for his alms; 
Hence came a stranger seeking an abode; 
There was a street, shady with dates and palms, 
Here an unsheltered road. 


As Thebes of old, so has the human soul 
Her hundred gates; lo, how in going forth 
She has all clime, all range, from pole to pole, 
East, west, and south and north. 


Aye, and it needs strong guard at every gate; 
Outside are roving, warring hosts of sin, 
Armed to the teeth, who ever watch and wait 

To steal unhindered in. 


There to lay waste the temple and the shrine, 
To fire with torch, to rob. to smite with sword, 
To ruin and make desolate this divine 
Fair city of the Lord. 


Then, O my soul, knowing the fate that waits 
One careless hour, a faithful vigil keep ! 
Set sentinels at all thy hundred gates, 
Nor let them faint nor sleep! 





GOD AND CHRIST IN CHRISTIAN 
EXPERIENCE. 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


There are two types of religious life which, though one 
in spirit, differ in their working as they develop them- 
selves to the consciousness of the believer. 

One is marked by the emphasis of the idea of God in 
the believer’s thought. That there is a God, a personal 
God, a God present everywhere, and always near, ener- 
gizing the great forces of nature, and speaking in the 
still voices of conscience, is the prime idea in his faith, 
around which all other ideas revolve. 

This variety of Christian experience gives large place 
to the exercise of adoration. Prayer dwells much, and 
reverently, on the attributes of God. Devotional feel- 
ing most commonly takes the form of a holy fear of God, 
or humble trust in God, or pious joy in God, or intense 
desire after God. ‘My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee!” 

“Why dwellest thou from as so far? 
We yearn for thee, thou hidden God!” 
Thus have ancient saints given utterance to their expe- 
rience of this phase of religious culture. 

Some of our hymns of adoration which the voice of 
the ages has sung and hallowed, often seem to us too 
intense for honest worship. It appears theatrical to 
sing them in these dull days. There is a hymn which, 
in its Latin original, is probably nearly a thousand years 
o “Thee we adore, eternal Lord!” 
and another, of Roman Catholic origin— 

“My God, how wonderful thou art!” 
and a dozen versions of the twenty-third psalm, one of 
which, an ancient version by Ainsworth, was a favorite 
with the New England pilgrims, and more likely than 
any other to have been sung by them on that Lord’s 
Day which they spent on Clark’s Island before landing 
on Plymouth Rock— 
“ Jehovah fecdeth me, I shall not lack; ” 
and Luther’s hymn, sung at his fourth centennial at 
Eisleben, by forty thousand voices, and echoed around 
the world— 
“God is our refuge, ever near;” 
and the old battle-song of the Reformation, often sung 
before a victory, by the armies of Gustavus Adolphus, 
and, again, by the armies of Oliver Cromwell— 
“ Fear not, O little flock, the foe!” 
These are exultant hymns of praise and trust and love 


aud courage, which we, in these Juxusious times, may 





well sing with hesitating voices, lest we should take 
God’s name in vain by melodramatic worship. 

Yet this portion of our hymnology is none too exalted 
to express the genuine aspirations of a believer in whose 
culture this type of experience has ripened. It has been 
lived by holy men in all ages. This species of faith often 
gives a peculiar phase to the consciousness of sin. Sin, 
as reflected from this mirror, towers up to the height of 
a flagrant injury inflicted upon God. 

Perhaps in nothing else does the human mind realize 
the personality of God so vividly as in suffer! g the mor- 
dant stings of conscience when in bondag« ‘o remorse. 
We cannot feel guilty for having violated au mpersonal 
law. What is impersonal law to me, more than any 
other dead thing? This living soul of mine is its supe- 
rior. It is God, the infinite and holy Person against 
whom sin seems to have beer ‘ung in insult. That 
which seemed but an error at first, deepens into an out- 
rage. Towards this outraged God it is that sorrow wells 
up from the broken spirit. Not law, but the Law-giver, 
is then the only thing in the universe with which the 
guilty one has todo. The great unanswered question of 
the ages, “ How shall man be just with God?” looms up 
as the only question in the universe that needs an answer. 

To one in whom this type of religious experience has 
become real life, the works of nature commonly assume 
great significance as religious symbols. They are all 
vocal with revelations of God. From the leaflet of a 
geranium to the fixed stars, everything that is, speaks 
to the vigilant soul of God. Toa believing spirit, there 
is something unspeakably silly in the solicitude of mod- 
ern science to evade the recognition of a personal God, 
and to expurgate the very name from its vocabulary. 
Only one phenomenon of our modern literature is more 
so. That is, the finesse of Matthew Arnold in the 
attempt to expunge the idea of a personal God from the 
Old Testament. It is refreshing to turn from such wise 
nonsense to Niebuhr the historian: “I do not know 
what to do with a metaphysical God. I will have none 
but the God of the Bible, who is heart to heart with us.” 

Coleridge gives voice to a faith profounder than sci- 
ence in his “Hymn Before Sunrise in the Vale of 
Chamouny.” A living English critic has pronounced it 
the noblest expression of the vision of a personal Creator 
in nature, extant in any uninspired literature: 

“Ye icefalls! ° ° ° 
Who made you glorious as the gates of heaven 
Beneath the keen full moon? Who bade the sun 
Clothe you with rainbows? Who, with living flowers 
Of loveliest blue, spread garlands at your feet ?— 
God! let the torrents, like a shout of nations, 
Answer! and let the ice-plains echo, God! 

God! sing, ye meadow-streams, with gladsome voice! 


Ye living flowers that skirt the eternal frost! 
Ye wild goats sporting round the eagle’s nest! 
Ye eagles, playmates of the mountain-storm! 
Ye lightnings, dread arrows of the clouds! 
Ye signs and wonders of the elements, 

Utter forth God, and fill the hills with praise!” 


This variety of religious culture may not inaptly be 
denominated the religion of literature. Why is it that 
when a religious spirit breathes at all in our standard 
secular literature it so commonly assumes this form? Is 
it that modern letters owe so much to those of pagan 
Greece and Rome, in which Christ does not appear 
because he was not known? Account for it as we may, 
the fact is indisputable, that the vital religion expressed 
and implied, in the major part of our secular libraries, is 
that which we call natural, as distinct from revealed. 
religion. The theology of poets, of essayists, of drama- 
tists, of philosophers, of historians, is, for the most part, 
natural, as distinguished from Christian theology. 

Wordsworth’s “ Excursion,” for instance, contains a 
great deal of religious thought, but it is mainly derived 
from the book of Nature, not from the Christian Scrip- 
tures, Bryant’s “Thanatopsis” has been truthfully 
characterized as being more a heathen than a Christian 
poem. The theology of Shakespeare is lean at the best: 
but what there is of it, is inspired by the material world 
and by the intuitions of conscience more than by the 
Christian revelation. It would perhaps. be more accu- 
rate to say that Shakespeare uses the human conscience 
as he could not have used it but for the atmosphere ol 
Christian culture in which he lived. But still the reli- 
gion of his dramas is inspired by nature, rather than by 
revelation—both in its thought and in its forms. Spen- 
ser’s “ Fairy Queen” is one of the few great English 
poems which are constructed in warp and woof upon 
Christian ideas, and with direct use of scriptura! 
materials. 

More exclusively also than we should be glad to find 


it, this ia the type of religious experience expressed by 





Christian statesmen. What more positive than the faith 
of the best heathen philosophers, has their confession of 
faith often given to the world? Thomas Jefferson did 
indeed profess in private his preference for the worship 
of the Church of England; but his personal faith, so far 
as it is known, like that of many of his associates in the 
American Congress, was scarcely more than that of 
Cicero. Benjamin Franklin, though trained in the old 
faith of New England, when he came at last to declare 
his mature opinions, had in some respects not so much 
to avow as Plato had. American statesmen sometimes 
betray a timidity unworthy of their ancestry, in their 
straining to avoid the look of cant. It renders their 
religious utterances jejune and common-place. Their 
style is often as bare of certain elements which are essen- 
tial to the expression of some Christian ideas, as the 
hieroglyphics of the pyramids. There is one thing 
worse than cant in a man of Christian birth—it is 
paganism. . 

William Jay, the celebrated pastor at Bath, was one 
of the simplest and most intelligible preachers in Eng- 
land. Unlettered hearers listened to him in silent 
crowds, and children easily took in his meaning. He 
had that first and best sign of a great preacher,—that 
‘the common people heard him gladly.” Yet, when 
Sir Robert Peel listened to one of his plain discourses, 
the great Commoner said, at the close of the service, that 
he did not understand the sermon; he could not imagine 
what the preacher meant. It was a humiliating con- 
fession for a Christian statesman, the representative of 
the best culture of England. 


Yet, beyond all question, this phase of religious thought 
and feeling may be as genuine and as profound as any 
other. It may as honestly as any other express the 
working of a regenerate mind. This may have been, 
therefore, the experience of some heathen philosophers, 
and, may we not also hope, of many unlettered heathens 
who have been led by it to the knowledge of the true 
God? This is distinctly recognized by St. Paul. “ Eter- . 
nal power and Godhead” are the things which he 
declares to be “clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made.” God in creation then may have 
disclosed himself to heathen believers. They saw 
through a glass darkly, but what they saw may have 
been golden truth so far as it went. It may have been 
the motor to an upright life. Such may have been the 
saving faith of Socrates and Marcus Auretius. We may 
yet find Socrates in rank with Christian martyrs. It 
should not surprise us to see many from the East and the 
West in the places from which the children of the king- 
dom have been cast out. 

A class exists also, more or less numerous, in modern 
Christian communities, of good men who are not church- 
men. One who is predisposed to judge character gener- 
vuusly, would fain see in many such the unconscious 
lisciples of Christ. They live in a religious twilight, 
‘ike worshipers in a medieval cathedral. In many of 
them mental prejudices have curtailed the volume of 
their faith. Their Bible is an abridged edition. They 
may see as cross-eyed men see, not in true perspective 
or proportion. But cross-eyed men do see something. 
An abridged Bible may contain much saving truth. 
[saac Taylor says, that if the whole Scriptures were to 
be exterminated, except the briefest of St. Paul’s 
epistles, enough of Christian truth would survive, to save 
the world. 

So, in the case of these infirm believers, the Spirit of 
God may use their twisted and contracted vision of a 
fragmentary revelation, to their eternal life. They may 
be, in the magnanimous judgment of God, devout men, 
praying men, worshipers in secret of One who sees 
in secret. They may possess the larger faith in embryo, 
and in time it may come to the light full grown. Their 
feeble consciousness of a living God may grow into an 
overwhelming consciousness of a living Christ. They 
may be building for eternity better than they seem to 
know. The kingdom of heaven isa grain of mustard-seed. 

Salvation in the divine ideal of it is not an ironbound 
work. It does not move ia grooves of brass. God does 
not limit it by human measurements. When the disci- 
ples asked: “Are there few that be saved?” our Lord 
did not answer in the affirmative. God saves on a gen- 
erous scale, and, as men judge, at great risks. He em- 
ploys all varieties of method, all degrees of fuith, all 
proportions and some disproportions of truth, that he 
may reach all states of mind, and all varieties of char- 
acter, and all conditions of temptation. The wiles of 
Satan are not more artful than God’s expedients are 
ingenious in this thing. The bruised reed he cherishes, 
and he kindles the glimmering wick. ‘“ Whosoever 
will” is the golden test. And the human will, when 
overshadowed by the infanite thoughts of God, is often 
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in a delicate and perilous balance the decisive turning 
of which only God can see. He doubtless achieves 
many secret conquests. Why, then, may we not rea- 
sonably hope to find in heaven at last many whom we 
shall not remember to have met with in our way thither? 
Many are on some other way, not identical yet conver- 
gent with ours, of whose pilgrimage we know nothing. 
Heaven is a city which lieth foursquare. On every side 
it has three gates. Those twelve gates are not shut at 
all by day, and there is no night. Similar may be the 
varieties of faith which lead men heavenward. 
Andover, Mass. 





“THE SAME HOUR OF THE NIGHT.” 
BY ARTHUR MITCHELL, D.D. 


On one of the slopes of the Capitoline Hill at Rome 
stands a small church, which is built over one of the 
most interesting relics cf the old Roman times. The 
subterranean chapel of the church is a dungeon, reached 
by long and winding stairs; a deep, dark cell, once 
walled with oak, but now with stone. It is a damp, 
stifling, pestilential place, where the light is excluded, 
and where, it has been truly said, the chains must have 
rusted on the prisoners’ limbs. No doubt it is the cell, 
the cell most cruel and most secure, of what was once a 
larger prison built above and around it in the days of 
theempire. This dungeon—the Tullianum—is described 
by Cicero as the place where notorious conspirators were 
executed. It is also pointed out by tradition as the 
place where the apostle Peter was imprisoned; but its 
chief interest lies in the fact that one sees in this appall- 
ing place a type of the ancient prisons, a type of those 
inner prisons connected with the old Roman jails, where 
were thrust the offenders whom the people most exe- 
crated or feared. 

One can easily imagine, after this sight, what even the 
communiora, or outer prison, must have been in those 
_ cruel times,—a place of gloom and suffering by day, 
when some air and light could enter, but of threefold 
gloom in the long and heavy night. Then not a ray 
broke the darkness, and no sounds were heard but 
smothered groans and curses, with now and then the 
clanking of the uneasy chains. 

And one can also imagine what must have been the 
character of the men who, both in the capital and the 
provinces, were chosen as the jailers in these abodes of 
horror, and charged with the execution of the wretches 
there incarcerated. 

It was into some such place as this that the apostle 
Paul, and Silas, his companion, were thrust by the 
jailer at Philippi. It was not enough that they had 
undergone that-fearful punishment, the Roman scourge. 
Hurried to the prison, pale and faint, covered with dust 
and blood, they were pushed within the iron gates, and 
the significant charge given to the jailer to keep them 
safely. He knew his business, and so, refusing them 
even that mockery of comfort which the outer prison 
would have allowed, he thrust them down into the inner 
prison, and even here he crowds their lacerated limbs 
into the cruel stocks. The other prisoners had seen 
these men that evening dragged across the outer hall, 
and had watched them, bleeding as they went, until 
now they were locked in the inmost dungeon. 

The night fell, and darkness gradually settled over 
the wretched groups in the upper prison; some, no 
doubt, sleeping heavily upon the stone floor; others, 
waking, muttering to one another their imprecations, or 
beguiling the long hours by rehearsing in low voices the 
story of their crimes and woes. Half the night has worn 
away. Suddenly, the story of the robber stops—he is 
listening! What is that sound coming up from the 
dungeon below? He lays his hand in the darkness on 
his comrade, and says: “ Hark! What is that? What 
are those men doing down there?” But the sound still 
rises from that deep grating, and in the stillness they 
plainly hear it. It is the voice of Paul. And now they 
hear the wordsof prayer. It is no wild and woeful utter- 
ance, but the calm tones of a heart at peace. It ceased. 
For a moment all is still. But listen! They are singing. 
The voices of both are blending: it is a feeble but a joy- 
ful strain, and every moment it gathers strength, as if 
their hearts were warmed and cheered. The watchers 
listen. The song they do not know; but the song is 
gladness, as the prayer was peace. They reach out in 
the darkness to the sleepers around and waken them. 
That strange music—music at midnight, and from that 
most fearful place, and from those bruised and bleeding 
sufferers! It spreads a spell of wonder over those mis- 
erable men. The most hardened lift themselves, and sit 
end listen in their chains, and listen with surprise and awe. 


, You know the sequel—the earthquake, the trembling 





walls, the opened doors, the chains unloosed, the keeper 
ready to kill himself, supposing the prisoners had fled: 
then the voice of Paul, showing that even in the dark- 
ness he had seen the guilty thought of suicide and the 
keeper’s hand upon his sword: “ Do thyself no harm; 
for we are all here!” “A light, a light!” calls out the 
jailer. The torch is brought, and, seizing it, he hastens 
down to the dark dungeon, and for a moment falls trem- 
bling at the feet of Paul. The loosened prisoners above 
have no thought of flight; wonder holds them fast. 
Soon the jailer reappears, and, by the torchlight, they 
see him leading Paul and Silas forth. No sooner have 
they reached the floor than he turns once more to them 
in tones of reverence and prayer, and casts himself down 
at their feet. It is midnight; but the jailer’s household 
have come hastening even intothe prison; the prisoners 
are gathered eagerly around, and there, standing on the 
prison floor, while the light of the single lamp “shines 
on anxious faces and the gloomy walls,” Paul answers 
for them all that first, greatest, most solemn question for 
every human soul: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

You remember his words: “ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy house.” Thisis 
the substance of the answer; but do not think it was all. 
To the jailer, and to his household, and to the gathered 
prisoners, “they spake the word of the Lord;” they un- 
folded the way of life, the way in which guilty, troubled, 
anxious sinners may be saved. “ And he tovuk them, the 
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was 
baptized, he and all his straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before them 
and rejoiced, believing in God, with all his house.” 

The same hour of the night saw this man a Pagan anda 
Christian. The same hour of the night saw him in the 
character of a godless suicide, and in the character of a 
reverent and believing worshiper. The same hour of 
the night saw him trembling with fear, the fear of a self- 
condemned and conscience-smitten sinner, and saw him 
rejoicing in a great and well-founded joy of complete 
forgiveness. The same hour of the night saw him a 
rough and heartless jailer, doing cruel work for guilty 
masters and a guilty mob, and saw him a Christian 
brother, tenderly washing the stripes of these new kins- 
men in the Lord. The same hour of the night saw also 
his entrance into the church, his baptism by the hands 
of Paul. 

At twelve o’clock that night this man was uncon- 
verted, unreconciled to God. Before the sentry on the 
city wall cried out the hour of one, he was a converted 
man, forgiven, reconciled to God forever. 

Here is a tremendous change of state quickly wrought ; 
and here, too, is the beginning of a great change in char- 
acter. As respects his state, the lost is now saved; as 
respects his character, he is gently washing the wounds 
of the men whom he was ofliciously tormenting an hour 
ago. He is befriending them, although he knows well 
that it is at the peril of his life that he links himself 
with these despised and execrated Jews. 

But vast and wonderful as is this change, suddenly as 
it has been wrought, itis genuine. It is endorsed by the 
apostle Paul. These men of God knew it to be true. 

It is very important to notice also that the man him- 
self knew it. He was forgiven, and he felt assurance 
of it. “ He rejoiced greatly, believing in God, with all 
his house.” Let it then be distinctly said, and fully 
believed, that the terms of salvation are such as admit 
of asinner’s immediate reconciliation with God, if this is 
honestly his desire. And let it be distinctly said that 
any presentation of the way of reconciliation, or any 
conception of that way, which implies that any delay 
whatever in our conversion is needful, or even justifiable, 
is utterly and lamentably false. 

The reason why so few fully believe insuch immediate 
salvation, is that, after all, so few clearly see the real 
terms of salvation, the true and only ground on which 
any of us can ever be justified and saved. This ground 
is not a vague mixture of moralities and prayers and 
tears of penitence and deeds of charity, and tremulous 
anxiety, and painful questionings for years and years. 
No. It is one distinct and definite thing, one only, one 
all-sufficient and complete. It is what Jesus Christ did 
and suffered for you and me, a work he finished eighteen 
hundred years ago. It is this alone, unmixed with any 
deeds or feelings or preparations of our own. It is some- 
thing which God provides, not we. This great work of 
atonement for sin God himself planned and wrought. 
As for us, the only question is, will we accept it, trust in 
it, gratefully and rejoicingly and immediately receive 
what he delights to give. 


“The Lord taketh pleasure in them that hope in his | 


mercy.” It is mercy, but it is righteous mercy. It is 





paying your debt and mine that we may go free. Over 
the great sacrifice of the Son of God, when the skies were 
darkened and the earth shook, Righteousness and Mercy 
kissed each other. Righteousness took the hand of 
Mercy with a holy gladness, and said with a voice that 
sounded through heaven: “ Mercy, thou hast satisfied the 
court! Now haste. Go, tell all men that they may be 
forgiven, that ‘the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.’ Tell them it is a gift, and may 
be had in one minute as well as by waiting fifty years. 
Tell them that Christ ‘was delivered for their offences.’ 
Tell them that he has died, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring them to God. Tell them not to wait to 
bring new habits, or tears or alms, their Sabbaths or 
their prayers, but, Mercy, tell them to be sure and 
bring all theirsins. Tellthemthat. Tell them to bring 
their cold, dead hearts, those hearts which have had no 
prayers nor tears of penitence for years; tell them to 
bring those lips which have spoken uncleanness and lies, 
those hands that have handled unholy gains, those 
thoughts of selfish ambition, of earthliness, and self-will 
and pride—yes, tell them to bring all their sins, and see 
all cancelled, obliterated, forgiven, when they do but 
turn to their Redeemer with simple trust and say: ‘ Lord, 
to thee—to thee, I commit them all!’” 

More than thirty years ago I met with a sentence 
which flashed light upon my troubled soul. I cannot 
now tell where I saw it, but it was this: ‘‘ Remember, 
that so far as your forgiveness is concerned, you are to 
do nothing except cordially trust in Christ to do every- 
thing for you.” It was only saying: “ By grace are ye 
saved ... not of works.” Believe not on your peni- 
tence or prayers; noron your faith. As well might a 
beggar believe on his outstretched hand. Its emptiness 
can hold, but it never can supply the gold. Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. And 
Jesus need not be waited for. This very moment he is 
ready; he is holding out his gift. 

And this doctrine of free and immediate and complete 
and lasting forgiveness—this is the gospel which melts 
hearts of stone. This it is which starts the tear of 
penitence, makes us hate our sins, fills our hearts with 
love, God knows how totakeus captive. Happy souls, 
who have had thrown over them the net of God’s sur- 
prising mercy! Blessed slavery, whose bonds are, first, 
sweet amazement, and then life-long gratitude and joy! 





PEN-PICTURES OF REPRESENTATIVE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


BY THE REV. F, N. PELOUBET. 


Professor Richard Proctor, in his Familiar Science 
Studies, tells us of an Eastern monarch who dreamed 
that all his teeth fell out. Troubled lest it should por- 
tend some great evil, he appealed to his wise men for an 
interpretation. One of them said, that it meant that he 
should lose all his relatives. The king slew this inter- 
preter for his bad news The next sage declared that 
the dream indicated a long life for the king, and that he 
should outlive all his relatives. This interpreter was 
richly rewarded. Yet both said precisely the same thing, 
only in different ways. 

The defects and weaknesses of our Sunday-school 
work come before the same two classes of wise men for 
reformation. One sort would cure by dwelling chiefly 
on the evils to be remedied, reciting them, mourning 
over them, warning against them. Aya rule, those who 
sing only this doleful song continue in their minor key 
to the end. But those who see the same defects, and 
would show their evil results and point to a cure by 
what better things have been done and can be done, are 
rewarded by the best success. It is so easy to find fault! 
It is so hard to find the remedies and to apply them! 

I believe it would be a good plan for many schools to 
send their superintendents on an occasional visit to the 
best schools within reach to learn different ways of doing 
the work. Almost every school has some special points 
of advantage. For the managers of one school to imitate 
another school is to proclaim themselves blockheads. 
But to learn what can be done, by seeing it done, to 
adapt to one’s own needs the ways of others, to stand on 
the experience of the past and be “ heir of all the ages,” to 
make one’s own every good thing others have discovered, 
are the marks of a wise man, and they open the road to 
better things. 

For those who are unable to visit and study the best 
schools, I would present, as faithfully as I can, the lead- 
ing features of some of the best schools which I have 
been able to find. Other schools are just as good, but I 
have selected those which belong to different denomi- 
nations, which differ in their circumstances, or have 


not mercy making yoid the law, but satisfying the law, | made a specialty of some portion of the Sunday-achool 
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work. The best things in anyschool cannot be reported. 
They are often common toall schools. The spirit of the 
school, the faithfulness and devotion of the teachers, the 
secret longings and prayers, cannot be reproduced. The 
river of the Water of Life flows through all. We can 
only show, as it were, the water-works, the best methods 
by which this Water of Life is conveyed most freely, 
most purely, most abundantly, to the most people. 


FOURTEENTH STREET PRESBYTERIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
NEW YORK. 


This school is situated at the corner of Fourteenth 
Street and Second Avenue, New York City. The pastor 
of the church is the Rev. F. H. Marling, D.D.; Mr. A. C. 
Donaldson is superintendent of the school. 

1. This is a church school. 

2. The Sunday-school is held at 9.30 A. M., and is 
followed by preaching at eleven o’clock. So that— 

3. The session is about an hour and a quarter long, of 
which about forty minutes is given to the study of 
the lesson. 

4. There are but two rooms devoted to theschool: one 
for the primary department; and the other, a large and 
attractive room, is used by the main school. There are 
no special advantages or conveniences in these rooms 
which may not be enjoyed by most schools. The rooms 
are well carpeted, and have a very homelike appearance. 

5. The first special feature to which the attention is 
called is the method of seating and arranging the classes. 
The room is furnished with chairs instead of settees, and 
each teacher has a small flat-topped desk, which con- 
tains the Bibles, singing-books, maps, etc., which belong 
to the class, and which are kept in much better order, 
because each class cares for, and is responsible for, its 
own. This desk makes the focus or centre of the class. 
The chairs are arranged around it in a circle, just large 
enough for the members of the class who are present, 
and the extra chairs are set oneside. This is the most 
perfect way of seating a school which I have yet found. 
It is easy to hold the attention of the whole class all the 
time. Al] can hear what the others say, and no part of 
the class is neglected while another part is being ques- 
tioned. 

6. At the end of the room, by the superintendent’s 
desk, are a number of simple, but helpful, appliances. 
The order of exercises for the day, with the numbers of 
the hymns to be sung, and the places where the Scripture- 
readings are to be found, are all placed in large letters 
upon a framed chart. Across this fine strings are tightly 
drawn, which hold in places the figures and letterings 
which are to be changed from Sunday to Sunday. On 
the wall, near the desk, is placed a system of spring- 
rollers, holding maps and charts, which can be drawn 
down into sight when needed. One of these is the 
review chart for the quarter, lesson one being at the 
bottom. The initials of the titles, and the first words of 
the golden text, are printed thus: 





LESSON 
Il. H. anv D. BE YE DOERS. 
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The first Sunday only the first lesson is shown; the 
next Sunday, two lessons are drawn into sight. So that 
the school reviews each Sunday the substance of the 
previous lessons of the quarter. 

7. Another special feature of this school is in its 
benevolent contributions, in which no school with which 
I am acquainted is its equal. The school is formed into 
a missionary society whose creed is as follows: 





WE BELIEVE: 


I. That every one should help others to the gospel. 
II. That every one should help as much as he can. 
III. That every one should find this work of helping 
others very blessed and helpful to himself. 


So we put it down as our Rule, that we will— 


7_A fferi t least 

I. Regularly—very Leeds Day. 
(| | | [ consis sss, 
’ ,_ Because it proves a priv- 
IIL. Joy fully—iiege and essing to us. 
In our ideal plan, every member can give at least a 
penny a Sunday, and we hope to have each Sunday’s 
offering bear to God a message from the heart of the giver, 
which shall tell of thankfulness for his eare, his bounty, 
his saving love, and which shall also be a token of the 


giver’s entire consecration to the Master’s service. 











This plan is carried out most successfully by (1.) im- 
pressing on the school the privilege and duty of giving 





regularly; (2.) by a record of the amount given by each 
scholar; and for each class the amount of offerings for 
the day, the number present, absentees, offerings omitted. 
The results can be seen by the following marvelous 
report for the year ending January 1, 1883: 











Total attendance in main room.... 7,674 
= = primary department......ccceceee 4,399 
” om entire SChOOL.......0+ secsscsss seceesees 12,073 - 
Total number of offerings.......0...csssee se pbuabtaseborbies 12,030 
Average number in main room each Sunday........... 182.71+- 
Of whom brought offerings...........cccccseseecreeeseeseeees 182.19-+ 
Average number in main room neglecting to 
bring their offerings each Sunday.........00-.+e0+ 52 
Average number in primary department........00+..++0 104.78+- 
Of whom brought offerings. ...........ccccseeee seeveeseeseenes 104,23+- 
Average number in primary neglecting to bring 
their offerings each Sunday..........sscseeeeeseseee 54+ 
Average attendance in entire school, each Sunday... 287.71+- 
Of whom brought offerings..........cccccesceeeeceeeesseeneees 286.42+- 
Average number of omissions each Sunday....... ..... 1,28-++ 
Number of classes not missing a single offering 
Curing the year... ccccccce soccsecee soscccees evccccees 35 
Average per cent. of absentees, during the year, 
BOWS. nrccses censsccresccsessncisesovssesosesosessesscecoose 21.83 


We produce an analysis of the offerings for one Sunday, to 
show the average amounts contributed: 


8 offerings Of..ccsseccesesesorsseses 50 cents each, 
19 a coceccees coccccess coccoe SO 3 

1 - enecee coscoecccese socese 1D = 
68 “3 enececveesscosscceescess IO mis 
77 - eeeccccee coecceses -occee 5 - 

2 ” eecsesen ersccecccsccccee & is 
22 ' cocces vee cosecee 3 - 

87 ” coveee ecooe 3 
75 © = ss ppnteinmnbcaianinnebe «ol a 


354 offerings, amounting to $20.20. 

8. The order of service for the Sunday I was there 
was as follows, its items being noted on the chart in the 
sight of all the school, so that there were no announce- 
ments made: (1.) Hymn 211. (2.) Title and Golden 
Text. (3.) Hymn 34, verses 1-3. (4.) The twenty- 
third psalm recited in concert and then sung. (5.) 
Hymn 148, verses 1-3. (6.) Prayer. (7.) Lesson read 
responsively (the place noted onthe chart). (8.) Hymn 
66, verses 1-3. (9.) Offering. (10.) Lesson study in the 
classes. (11.) Notices. (12.) Closing exercises. 

9. The library room opens intothe hallway. No books 
are given out or received in the Sunday-school, but the 
scholars leave their books on their way into the school, 
and receive their new ones as they passout. The library 
cases are made on the plan of a cell for each book; and 
a card with the scholar’s name and address upon it, and 
the date of emission canceled, is placed in the cell from 
which the book is taken. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME 


— ———_——. 


MAMY’S SONG FOR JESUS. 


BY HOPE LEDYARD, 


“Mother, be sure to have my dinner ready the minute 
I get home, for teacher wants us to go to her house this 
afternoon; and one of us is to be all dressed in white, 
and carry astar. Oh, I do hope it will be me!” 

Mother smiled, and promised to have the dinner ready, 
but she knew very well that if Mamy were chosen to 
hold the star there was no money to spend for a white 
dress, so she hoped her dear little girl would not be 
chosen. Mamy Gray was one of three little children 
whose father had died, and whose mother worked hard 
to feed and clothe them. Tom, a boy of ten, was the 
eldest, who, besides studying hard at school, earned 
many a five and ten cents “for mother” by running 
errands. Mamy came next,—a pretty, brown-haired girl 
of eight; and Daisy, the baby, was four. 

Of all places in the world, Mamy loved her Sunday- 
school best. She was in the infant-class room, a big 
room, with little low seats rising one above the other; 
she sat nearly at the top, for she was among the big 
girls; and her teacher often said she could hear Mamy 
sing even where she stood, which was quite a long way 
off, the child’s voice was so sweet and clear. Perhaps 
Mamy might have grown proud of singing so well, but 
that she really loved Jesus, and sang for him, and only 
felt glad God had given her a sweet voice. 

Still, she did want to carry the star, and stand up on 
the platform. After she had eaten her dinner that day, 
and helped mamma wash the dishes, and had put on her 
Sunday dress, she shut the door of the bedroom, and, 
kneeling down, asked God to please to let her be the one 
to carry the star; then she ran down stairs, and out in 
the clear, cold air, a very bright, happy little girl. 

Lizzy Grant was waiting for her; the two were great 
friends. Lizzy seemed quite rich to Mamy, for she had 





a father, and they lived in “ half a house,” instead of in 
three rooms on the top floor as the Grays did. Yet 
Mamy never wished to change places, for Lizzy’s only 
brother was an invalid; but he was getting better, and as 
the little girls walked to their teacher’s house, Lizzy had 
the good news to tell that the doctor had said “ maybe” 
Jack could go to the coming festival. 

“ And, oh! I do hope I'll be the one to carry the star,” 
said Lizzy; “it'll please Jack so much; and I’ve got a 
lovely white dress, and father says if I’m the one chosen 
he’ll give me a silver dollar! Think of that!” 

Mamy’s heart felt very queerly. She wanted to sing 
on the platform, but then she had no lame brother; 
and (she hadn’t thought of that before, but) she had no 
white dress. And if she sang Lizzy would lose the 
silver dollar. Yet still—she wanted to sing! As they 
walked along she seemed to see the big school-room all 
lighted up, and felt her heart beat with excitement. 

Yet—if Jesus would rather have her give up to Lizzy! 
Just as they reached their teacher’s house Mamy remem- 
bered how, the last time she had been there, she had told 
Miss Wood that she loved Jesus, and the kind teacher 
had read to her what Jesus says about following him: 
“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow me.” Perhaps—and 
then the door opened, and the children walked in, 

It was a great treat to spend an hour with Miss Wood. 
The children thought the parlor was the most beautiful 
place on earth. They looked at the pictures, and tried 
not to be shy, for they knew Miss Wood loved them very 
much. Katy Reed and Alice and Berty and Jack, with 
three or four others were already there; and pretty soon 
they sang their festival songs. 

“You know the hymns very well,” said Miss Wood; 
“and now I have only to choose one little girl to carry 
the star. I think it must be either Lizzyor Mamy. I'll 
hear each of them sing alone. Now Lizzy.” 

Lizzy sang a verse, but she was so anxious to do well 
that she did not sing quite as well as usual. 

“Now Mamy,” said Miss Wood, “ try the last verse.” 

Very softly, but very sweetly, for Mamy was thinking 
of Jesus, and asking him to help her deny herself and 
so follow him, the little girl sang: 


“Oh, gladly tread the narrow path, 

While light and grace are given. 
Who meekly foilow Christ in earth, 
Shall reign with him in heaven.” 


There were tears in Miss Wood's eyes as Mamy stopped, 
and, putting her arms round the child she said: 

“You must carry the star.” 

“Indeed I can’t, Miss Wood. Please let Lizzy,” said 
Mamy, very earnestly ; for she no longer cared to stand 
on the platform in a white dress—she would wait to 
“reigo with him in heaven.” 

“ Are you too shy, Mamy?” asked Miss Wood. 

“ Indeed I can’t—please, ma’am,” was all Mamy could 
say; so Lizzy was tried again, and as she did very well, 
it was arranged that she should sing. 


The night of the festival came. Close to the front, 
where he would be sure to see everything, Jack Grant 
sat waiting to see his sister appear. Lizzy was waiting - 
in the infant-class room with all the other children. 
Nearly all of them had something bright and new on 
but Mamy; though her best dress was worn and faded, 
she would not let her mother spend any of her savings for 
something new. Miss Wood noticed that her dear 
scholar looked a little shabby; and a bright idea came 
to her. 

“Lizzy Grant and Mamy Gray, come here!” she 
called; and the two came over to her, where she whis- 
pered a few words to them. Lizzy smiled, as if much 
pleased, and Mamy slipped out of the room. Then the 
bell rang, the big organ sounded, and singing a merry 
carol the children marched in. After a few words 
of earnest prayer, the organ began a soft, sweet air, and 


Lizzy stood on the platform with her silver star. She 


sang three verses very well indeed, and then the organ 
played—oh, so very softly—and far off, as if it were a 
real angel up in the skies, they heard a voice singing: 
“Oh, gladly tread the narrow path, 
While light and grace are given; 
Who meekly follow Christ on earth 
Shall reign with him in heaven.” 


And no one but Miss Wood and Lizzy knew that it 
was little Mamy singing in the organ-loft! 

Lizzy was quite sure that Mamy had given up singing 
on the platform for her sake, and as she heard that last 
verse, something whispered to her: “Can’t you give 
Mamy your silver dollar?” and she answered, “ Yes, I 
can—I will;” and after the pleasant festival was ever, 
she slipped the dollar into Mamy’s hand. F 
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LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, A GREAT EARTHQUAKE. 
|. The Prisoners Worshiping : 
Paul and Silas were praying, and singing hymns, 


When men shall .. . persecute you... gejpice { oice o-. % 11). 
His praise shall continually be in my mout 


sl Is any cheerful? let him sing praise (James 5 3). 

1. January 6.—The Conference at Jerusalem...........00 ee Acts 15: 1-11 Wher men shall hate you “rejoice in that day (Luke 6 : 22, 23). 
2. January 13.—Hearing and yop Sone aga James |: 16-27 | But let us also rejoice in our tribulations (Kom. 5 : 3). 

3. January 20.—The Power of the TOngue ......+-ssssreeeeerrs James 3: 1-18 Sosrowine, 7* et alway rejoicing . . . having nothing, and yet possess 
4 January 27.—Living as in God's Sight. a James 4: 7-17 ng a rings (2 Cor. 6 ; 10). ‘ 

5. February 3.—Paul's Second Missionary ‘Journey. "Acts 15: 36-41; 16; 1-10 | At maldnight. will rise to give thanks (Psa. 119 : 62). 

6. February 10.—The Conversion Of Lydia... es Acts 16: 11-24 | I], The Prison Opened: 

7. February 17.—The Conversion ot the Jailer.Acts 16:'25-40 A great earthquake so that . . . all the doors were opened. 
8 February 2%4.—Thessalonians aud Bereans...............-..0- _. mes To bring out the prisoners from the prison (Isa 42 : 7). 

9. March 2.—Paul at Athens.. Acts Opening of the prison to them that are bound (Isa. 61 : 1). 
10. March 9.—Paul at Corinth..... peienneontes Acts 18: 1-17 | To proclaim release to the captives (Luke 4 : 18). 
ll, March 16,—The Coming of the ‘Lord... ovcccssscsonsteses 4 “Thess. 4 15-18; 5: 1-6 


12. March 23.—Christian Diligence 





18. March 30,— Review. 





LESSON VII., SUNDAY, 


FEBRUARY 17, 1884. 


TitrLe: THE CONVERSION OF THE JAILER. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 16: 


COMMON VERSION. 

%. And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God : and the prisoners heard 
them. 

26. And suddenly there was a 
great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were 
shaken: and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every 
one’s bands were loosed. 

27, And the keeper of the prison 
awaking out of his sleep, and see- 
ing the prison doors open, he drew 
out his sword, and would have 
killed himself, supposing that the 
prisoners had been fied. 

28. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Do thyself no 
harm : for we are all here. 

29. Then he called for a light, 
and sprang in, and came trem- 
bling, and fell down before Paul 
and Si‘las, 

30. And brought them out, and 
said, Sirs, what must I do to 
saved? 

$1. And they said, Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house. 

$2. And they spake unto bim 
the word of the Lord, and to all 
that were in his house. 

83. And he took them the same 
hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes ; and was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway. 

$4. And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat 
before them, and rejoiced, believ- 
ing in God with al! his house, 

$5. And when it was day, the 
magistrates sent the serjeants, 
saying, Let those men go. 

86. And the keeper of the prison 
told this saying to Paul, The mag- 
istrates have sent to let you go: 
now therefore depart, and go in 


peace. 

$7. But Paul said unto them, 
They have beaten us openly un- 
condemned, being Ro’mans, and 
have cast us into prison; and now 
do they thrust us. out privily? nay 
verily; but let them come them- 
elves and fetch us out. 

38. And the serjeants told these 
words unto the magistrates: and 
they feared, when they heard that 
they were Ro’mans. 

89. And they cameand besought 
them, and brought them out, and 
desired them to depart out of the 
city. 

40, And they went out of the 
prison, and entered into the house 
af Lyd‘i-a: and when they had 
geen the brethren, they comforted 





them, and departed. 


25-40.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


25 But about midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing 


hymns unto God, and the pris- 
oners were listening to them; 

26 and suddenly there wasagreat 
earthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison-house were 
shaken: and immediately all 
the doors were opened; and 
every one's bands were loosed, 

27 And the jailor being roused 
out of sleep, and seeing the 
prison doors open, drew his 
sword, and was about to kill 
himself, supposing that the 

28 prisoners had escaped. But 
Paul cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Do thyself no harm: 

29 for we are all here. And he 
called for lights, and sprang 
in, and, trembling for fear, fell 
down before Paul and Silas, 

30 and brought them out, and 
said, Sirs, what must I do to be 

31 saved? And they said, Belleve 
on the Lord Jesus, and thou 
shalt be saved, thou and thy 

32 house. And they spake the 
word of !the Lord unto him, 
with all that were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same 
hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, 
he and all his, immediately. 

34 And he brought them up into 
his house, and set ? meat before 
them, and rejoiced greatly, 
with all his house, * having 
believed in God. 

35 But when it was day, the 
‘magistrates sent the 5ser- 
jeants, saying, Let those men 

36 go. And the jailor reported 
the words to Paul, saying, The 
‘magistrates have sent to let 
you go: now therefore come 

87 forth, and go in peace. Buy 
Paul said unto them, They 
have beaten us publicly, un. 
condemned, men that are 
Romans, and have cast us into 
prison ; and do they now cast 
us out privily? nay verily; but 
let them come themselves and 

88 bring us out. And the §ser- 
jeants reported these words 
unto the ‘magistrates: and 
they feared, when they heard 

89 that they were Romans; and 
they came and besought them : 
and when they had brought 
them out, they asked them to 

40 go away from the city. And 
they went out of the prison 
and entered into the house of 
Lydia: and when they had 
seen the brethren, they * com- 
forted them, and departed. 





‘Some ancient authorities read 
God, * Ur. a table. *® Or, Raving 
believed God 4 Cir, preetors, * ur. 





tictors. * Or, exhorte 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: Living according to the Gospel. 
Lesson Topic: Believing the Gospel. 
1. A Great Earthquake, vs. 25, 26. 


Lesson OUTLINE: 2. A Great 


Change, vs. 27-34. 


3. A Great ‘iumiliation, vs. 35-40. 


Go.LpEN TEXT: Believe on the 


tord Jesus Christ, and thou 


shalt be saved, and thy house.—Avcis 16; 31. 


Darty Ilome Reapinas: 


—— 


M.—Acts 16; 25-40. Believing the gospel. 


T, —John 3; 1-21. 
W.—John 6; 41-51, 


The necessity of believing. 
The result of believing. 


T, —1 John 6: 1-12. The witness in the believer. 


F, —John 5: 


19-29, The poesession of the believer. 


$, —Rom, 9: 14-38. The righteousness of the believer, 


$. —1 Pet. 2; 1-40. The preciousness of believing. 


2 Thess. 3: 1-18 


Angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors (Acts 5 : 19). 
And his chains fell off from “bis hands (Acts 12: 7). 
1. Never did the apostles’ faith shine torth more clearly than from 
the midnight darkness of their dungeon at Philippi. 
2. Never did the apostles’ song of praise rise to God more trustfully 
than from the midnight sileuce when God and men seemed to 
have deserted them. 
. Never was the security of those who trust in Him more signally 
shown than in the method of the aposties’ deliverance. 
. The aposties praised God before their deliverance, and worked for 
him after they were delivered. 


7 » ge 


sin as he had been to put on them the fetters of their dungeon. 
The aposties, in prison or out of it, bound or unbound, were 
always aud ever free men—blessed with that divinest liberty 
wherewith Christ makes his people free. 


Il. A GREAT CHANGE, 
1. The Jailer’s Despair : 


And the jailor . . . wasabout to kill himself. 


Draw thy sword, and slay me (Judg. 9: "° 

Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith (1 Sam. 32 : 4). 
He. gat him home... and hanged himself (25am, 17; 22). 
He went away and hanged himself (Matt, 27 : 5). 


l. The Jailer Reassured: 
Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 
Why shouldest thou die before thy time ? (Eccles. 7: 17), 


Thou shalt not kill (Exod. 20 : 13). 
All that hate me love death (Prov, 8 : 36). 


ill, The Jailer’s Question: 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 


How then can man be justified with God ? (Job 25 : 4.) 

The multitude asked . What then must we do ? (Luke 4: 10.) 
What must | do that n may inherit eternal life? (Mark 10 ; 17.) 

. said unto... the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? 


It shall be ota thee what thou must, do (Acts 9 : 6). 
Aud I said, What’ shall 1 do, Lord ? (Acts 22 : 10.) 
IV. The Jailer Answered: 
Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved. 
Look unto me, and be ye saved (Isa, 45 : 22). 
The just shall live by faith (Hab. 2: 4). 
He that believeth .. . shall be saved (Mark 16 : 16). 
As Many as rec eived him, to them gave he the right (John 1: 12). 
Whosoever believeth may in him have eternal life (John 3: i4). 
V. The Jailer’s Conversion : 
He... rejoiced greatly . . . having believed in God. 
The eunuch ... went on his way HOY (Acts 8 : 39), 
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord (Hab. 
We also rejoice in God through our Lord ‘Senus Christ (Rom. 5: 12). 
He made haste . and eceived him j py tay (Luke 19 : 6). 
Ue forsook all, and rose. and followed him (Luke 5: 29). 
1. Paul, the old-time pers.cutor of the Christians, now himself the 
chiefest of Christian apostles, suffering all for Christ. 
2. The jailer whuse hands had but a few hours before shut the 
prison ioor on the apostles, opening his heart to welcome the 


Christ ‘ey served. 

8. The mi cle of the unlocked prison doors and broken fetters was 
wonde! | il ; were not these other changes that had made of 
the gos;\'s bitter enemies its devoted friends, still more so? 


4. Not on the fact of sick men healed, or dead men raised, does 
Christixnity base the only proof that it is divine. 

5. Beside ull these things, the gospel shows its wonderful power by 
making of its bitterest enemies its warmest friends, 


Ill, A GREAT HUMILIATION, 
|. The Aposties Released : 
T he magistrutes sent, saying, . . . Let those men go. 
Them, when they had further threatened them, let them go (Acts 4: 


And Paul said, But I am a Roman born (Acts 22 : 28). 

They charged them not to speak .. . and let them go (Acts 5: 40). 
Take him yourselves . . . for | find no crime in him (John 19 ; 6), 
Who. esired to set me at pa (Acts 28 : 18). 

his man doeth nothing worthy .. . of bonds (Acts 26 : 31). 


il. The Apostles Protesting : 
T hey have beaten us publicly . . . men that are Rémans. 


Is itlawful . .. to scourge a man that is a Roman? (Acts 22 : 25. 

Not the custom of the Romans. . before that the accused (Acts 25 : 16). 
How long will ye judge unjustly? Psa. 82: 2.) 

Which frameth mischief by alaw ( 94: 20), 


il. The Apostles Feared : 
Unto the magistrates; and they feared. 


Captain also was afraid . knew that he was a Roman (Acts 22: 29). 
When he would have put ‘him to de sath, he feared (Matt. 14 : 5). 
When they sought to lay hold on him, they feared (Matt. 21 : 46). 
Because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed (John 9: 22). 
IV. The Apostles Departing ; 

The brethren, they comforted them, and departed. 
Confirming the souls of the disciples ase | 40; 22). 
Partakers of the re also . f the aay papel (2 Cor. 1: 7). 
Un the morrow he went rth with birnahes (Acts 14: 
Paul chose Silas, and went forth, being commended tacts 15: 40). 
We departed and went on our journey (Acts 21 : 5). 
And on the morrow we departed (Acts 2) : ia 

1, be | magistrates let the apostles go—when they could hold them 

no longer. 
2. The magistrates were very willing that the apostles should go ix 


a The a apostles who had been peniaety imprisoned would not allow 
themselves to be privately release 

. The occurrence began with the magistrates asthe judges and the 
apostles as prisoners—it ended with the magistrates as suppliants 

aid the apostles free. 

The strongest opposition to God's messengers invited the most 

signal discomfiture of the oppressors. 

. The work at Philippi for the present was done; great realms in 
pagan darkness lay beyond, the harvest was wide, the laborers 
were few, and tarrying only to comfort thuse ‘who already 
believed, Paui aud Silas pushed on. 
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LESSON BIBLE READING. 


PERSECUTION AND DELIVERANCE, 
1. God's People will be Persecuted : 
Godly lives provoke persecution (2 Tim. 2:12). 
The world bates Christ and his followers (John 17: 14), 
Believers will be persecuted for Christ's sake (Luke 21 : 12). 
Believers will be persecuted by the powers of the world (Mark 13: 





9). 
As the master, so the servant (Matt. 10 : 24, 25). 
Persecution is therefore to be expected (1 ( Pet. 4: 12). 


The apostles were as ready to help the jailer put off the fetters of 





2. God's People Have Always Been Persecuted : 
In the first family oo“ dh Bo 
In the land of Egypt od. 1: 11). 
In the land of fad. dj ‘Kings : 4). 
In the early church (Acts 8 
ln all religious ery (Heb. ‘: 38). 
As then, so pow (Gal. 4 : 29). 


3. God is With His People in Persecution: 
Christ is always with his people (Matt. 28: > 
a suffers with lis suffering people (Zech. 2 : 8). 
Fd gener believers is to persecute Christ (Acts 9: 4, 5). 
is with mont p sesny as a comforter (Isa. 51 : 12, 13). 
Seniseens shoul mmit their souls to God a Pet. 4: 19). 


4. God Will Deliver His Persecuted People: 
The Lord promises deliverance (1 Kin taht 39). 
The Lord delivers from all affliction ( : 19). 
Persecution brings no real hurt (Luke a: iy, 18). 
Deliverance comes at last (Mark 13: 13). 


5. Faithfulness in Persecution Wins a Sure Reward: 
The great reward in heaven (Matt. 5: 11, 12). 
Sharers of Christ's sutlerings, share Christ's glory (1 Pet. 4 : 13). 
The faithful win a crown of life (Rev. 2: 10). 
There is a reward before the judgment (Rev. 6: 10, 11). 
Au eternal reward after the judgment (Rev. 7 : 13-17). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

INTERVENING Events.—None. 

Piace.—Philippi, a city of Macedonia, and a Roman 
colony. 

Time.—Bible margin, A. D. 53, which is only a year later 
than the time assigned by most commentators. 

Persons.—Paul and Silas, the jailer of the prison at 
Philippi, the prisoners, the jailer’s household, the magis- 
trates or preetors, the serjeants or lictors, and the brethren in 
the house of Lydia. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 25.—But about midnight (better than at midnight) 
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns unto God: 
Luke seems to regard the prayers as the principal thing, which 
included the singing of hymns: “ while praying, they were 
hymning or singing hymns of praise to God.” The verb to 
hymn like the noun “hymn,” denotes especially singing 
hymns to, or praising in hynins, a divine being. So in He- 
brews 2: 12; or with the object or being only implied, sing- 
ing hymns (the psalms used at the paschal supper’, Mat- 
thew 26: 30; Mark 14:26. For the noun, compare Ephe- 
sians 5: 19; Colossians 3: 16.—And the prisoners heard them, 
or rather, were listening to them. This took place, just as the 
remarkable interruption, mentioned inthe next verse, brought 
about a new state of things. The singing of hymns to God 
was doubtless spontaneous, but they were, no doubt, quite 
willing that their joy in God should be known, as it would 
lead the prisoners to ask, “ Who are these that are so happy 
in the stocks?” 

Verse 26.—And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken: It is idle to ask 
whether this earthquake was confined to the very narrow com- 
pass of the jail and its near neighborhood, and whether it 
was, like other earthquakes, the eflect of subterranean causes. 
Whether the singing of praises and the movement of the 
earth were providentially contemporaneous, or the shaking 
was miraculous, caused by especial Divine power, the coinci- 
dence was alike from God. Nor can this event be put into 
the category of myths. For Luke (see introduction to Acts) 
was in Paul’s company, and must have heard of what had 
happened within a few hours. No striking event is better 
tested in the whole history of Paul's missionary work. It is 
perhaps hardly worth while to mention that Arundel ( Discoy- 
eries in Asia Minor, I., 207) shows from an inscription that 
there was an earthquake at Apamea in A. D. 53 or 54, for 
even the year is later.—And immediately all the doors were 
opened, and every one’s hands were loosed: Compare the very 
different loosening of Peter’s two chains in chapter 12: 7, 
which was miraculous. The shaking off of the chains here 
from the prisoners was due to what we call natural causes, 
nor is it certain that Luke means to say that Paul and Silas 
were by this event freed from the stocks which ‘secured 
their feet. 

Verse 27.—And the jailor, being roused out of sleep, and seeing 
the prison doors open, drew his sword, and was about to kill him- 
self: Being roused out of sleep ; that is, becoming suddenly 
awake. This sudden waking of the jailer with his finding 
the doors opened, and his fright from the earthquake 
destroyed his presence of mind and suggested the rash act of 
killing himself, for he supposed that the prisoners had fled and 
were gone. But the shaking of the prison frightened them 
also, and they were not enough self-possessed to escape. But 
why did the jailer think of killing himself? The answer is 
given by Luke, “ Because he thought that the prisoners had 
fled,’"—which, however, may have been a mere apprehension 
on his part, and an unlikely one, if he had done all that he 
could in securing them. 

Verse 28.— But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thy- 
self no harm; we are all here: This is truly characteristic of 
Paul's courage and presence of mind, and is strikingly illus- 
trated in Luke’s narrative, as in chapters 23 and 27. He 
had no fear of man, for he felt that God was with him, and 
thus he retained his calmness of judgment. 

Verses 29.—The loud and fearless tone of Paul brought 


the jailer to a state of greater self-possessivn ; and it may be 
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that the unusual sound of praise and cheerfulness led him to 
believe that these Jews were no ordinary men,—that they 
were innocent men under the protection of a god or of God.— 
And he called for lights (not a light, as in the Authorized Ver- 
sion, for the word is in the plural), and sprang in (that is, 
into the inner prison where Paul and Silas were), and fell 
before Paul and Silas: That is, prostrated himself before 
them (although the old text seems to denote before Paul and 
Silas severally), in token of his reverence or fear of them as 
servants of a higher power. 


Verse 30.— And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved? Out may denote simply out of the inner 
prison. Sirs: The same word is here used which is so com- 
monly rendered “ Lord,” and which answersto dominus (mas- 
ter) in Latin, a word which for along time served especially 
to denote the relation of a master to a slave, but which now, in 
the times of the emperors, was used also of a superior freeman 
to an inferior. More important is the inquiry what the 
jailer meant by his being saved. The brief account does not 
open the whole meaning of his words, but we may say that 
it does not mean only, if at all, being saved from death, or 
from punishment on account of having cruelly treated the 
servants of the God of the Jews. He had not maltreated the 
missionaries, but only done what he was bidden to do by the 
chief magistrates. It is evident that his sense of past sins 
was awakened, even in this heathen land, and in this awaken- 
ing the extraordinary events of the night, the earthquake, 
his rescue from killing himself, the conduct and calmness of 
Paul and Silas, perhaps the belief that the earthquake was 
intended for their deliverance by the God of heaven, were 
used by Divine power to bring him into a feeling something 
like that which led the man to say to our Lord, “ Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man,O Lord.” This is shown by 

Verse 31.—Belveve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, thou and thy house: It is easy to say that the apostle 
chose to understand the words of his earnest cry for safety 
from harm as a prayer for deliverance from God’s wrath, or 
that, understanding it as a mere cry of terror, he made use of 
it to bring him into a kind of faith in Christ. If the apostle 
read hearts, and was under God’s teaching, he saw mingled 
with his fears a cry for spiritual help. The jailer had more 
sense of sin than some commentators on these words seem to 
possess. How could the apostle mean anything by believing 
on Christ, except what he always meant, little as he saw the 
knowledge to be of the jailer. The sense is not that on con- 
dition of his belief he and all his house should be saved, but 
simply that if they believed they should be saved also. 

Verse 32.—And they spake the word of the Lord unto him with 
all (that is, as well as to) that were with him in the house: It 
does not seem that the latter clause includes the prisoners, 
but only his own especial family, and his house is their own 
set of rooms or separate dwelling. The word of the Lord 
means the account of, or doctrine concerning, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Compare Acts 8: 25; 19:10, 20, etc. The phrase 
the word of God is also frequent, but seems to mean the word 
or doctrine which comes from God. Here “the Lord Jesus,” 
in verse 31, fixes the sense of the “ Lord” in verse 32. Then 
in verse 24, believing in God implies believing in Christ, 
whom God, the author of salvation, sent into the world. 

Verse 33.—And he took them the same hour of the night (or, 
he took them along with him in that hour of the night), toa 
place where water could be found ; the narrative seeming to 
imply that in the inner prison there was no water to be had 
in sufficient quantity. He was not doing now the jailer’s duty 
towards his prisoners, but that of a host to his friends and 
guests.—-And washed their stripes : That is, probably, washed the 
blood off which came from their stripes.—And was baptized, 
he and all his, immediately (Authorized Version, straightway) : 
The baptism was not deferred until the morning, lest, per- 
haps, some duty of the jailer might prevent its performance. 
By all his is intended all his household (comp. y. 15, where 
Lydia’s household was baptized with hers). Here, in verse 
$2, it is said that all those that weré in his house heard the 
word, and Paul then baptized them also. 


Verse 34.—And he brought them up into his house: They 
were either in the prison or on some low land where water 
could be had. The house where the family of the jailer 
dwelt would naturally be above the place where the prison- 
ers were kept.—And set meat [or, a table] before them, and 
rejoiced greatly with all his house, having believed in God: This 
clause gives the reason for their rejoicing ; it was because he 
had believed in God. The phrase “with all his house” isto 
be taken both with rejoiced and with all his house, or family, 
He and his rejoiced because they were believing. 


Verse 35.—All this took place before the hour of day 
when the magistrates met to do business. Meyer thinks 
that the news of the earthquake, and more knowledge in 
regard to the two imprisoned Jews, had made them feel that 
they had acted rashly. They held it to be advisable to have 
no more to do with the men whom they had sent to prison, 
and to set them free, and let them go out of the city as soon 
as possible. In a brief and contemptuous way they sent by 
the lictors the order for their release. It may be doubted 
whether there is anything contemptuous in the expression, 


Let those men go; but it may be readily believed that what 





they had learned made them feel that their treatment of 
“those men” was rash, and required reparation speedily. 
Verse 36.—And the jailor reported these words to Paul (the 
leading person of the two), saying, The magistrates (or, prsetors) 
have sent to let you go ; now, therefore, depart in peace: The jailer 
could only obey the pretors ; but he added his blessing. 
Verse 37.—But Paul knew something which they did not 
know. He was not a mere provincial man, with municipal 
rights, but was a Roman citizen; and the same was true of 
Silas. The pretors had violated most important rights, and 
Paul thought it proper to let them know with what 
illegality they had acted 


gross 
Accordingly, he says to the 
lictors, They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are 
Romans, and have cast us into prison ; and do they now cast us 
out privily? Nay, verily ; but let them come themselves, and bring 
us out; They had broken the law, and committed gross 
injustice; the apostle demanded reparation and apology at 
least. The Roman citizen, very soon after the expulsion of 
the Tarquins, had acquired, by the Valerian law, which, in 
fact, in the course of time, had been renewed more than once 
by members of the Valerian family, the right of appeal to 
the Roman people against the sentence of a magistrate con- 
demning him to stripes, or to the suffering of death. And 
another law had been proposed, by a member of the Porcian 
family, which was nearly to the same effect. An appeal 
which would be made now to the emperor might have very 
serious consequences. 

How Paul became a Roman citizen we cannot certainly 
say. His grandfather might have been taken prisoner in 
war and reduced to slavery, and, perhaps, carried to Italy. 
Then his owner might have manumitted him, and his status 
would be that of a freedman or libertus. Paul’s father would 
be, by descent, a libertinus, or freedman’s son, which brought 
with it, under Roman law at that time, citizenship; 80 that 
Paul himself, wherever he was born, carried the right of 
citizenship with him. It has been sometimes said that his 
right came from his birth at Tarsus; but Tarsus, as a city, 
had no such right. Paul himself says that he was freeborn 
(literally, I have been born a Roman, and am so now. Acts 
22: 25-29). 

But why did he allow himself to be maltreated, as, for 
instance, to be beaten with rods thrice (2 Cor. 11: 25), with- 
out letting his rights, as a Roman citizen, be known? The 
answer must be drawn from his Christian spirit in his peculiar 
circumstances. He felt it to be such a mark of Christ’s com- 
passion to the persecutor to suffer shame for the Lord, that it 
was even a privilege in his eyes; so that escape from suffer- 
ering for Christ was never of any great account. “I am 
ready, not to be bound only, but to die, for the name of the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 21: 13, anc so elsewhere). But he was 
wise and discerning also, and felt that he had a hold on the 
magistrates by which he could make the authorities honor 
and respect the gospel. But with this he may have known 
also of Christ’s rule to his apostles at the first, “ When they 
persecute you in this city, flee into the next.” He had 
resolved then to leave Philippi, but under such circum- 
stances that the believers, and future teachers, should be less 
disturbed, than they might otherwise be, in the profession 
and the propagation of the gospel. A lesson, such as he 
could teach the city governors of Philippi might greatly aid 
the spread of the gospel in the future. 

Verse 38, 39.— And the sergeants (lictors) reported their word: 
to the magistrates (pretors), and they feared when they heard thai 
they were Romans: Thus they were led to do what perhaps 
they had never done before. They came in person, by 
way of apology, and brought them out ; that is, from the inner 
prison, or accompanied them, perhaps, as far as to the street, 
and desired them, whether for their own honor’s sake simply, 
or because also they feared disturbance, to depart out of the 
city, leaving it free for them to go in any direction which 
they might chose, and giving them time to make their prepa- 
rations. 

Verse 40.—From the prison they entered into the house of 
Lydia: (For the literal translation “they entered in to 
Lydia,” compare Luke 1: 28; Acts 10: 3; 11:3). Andwhen 
they had seen the brethren, they comforted them and departed : 
“Comforted;” that is, gave them exhortations fitted to 
strengthen them in the faith. 





THE LATERAL FORCE OF PRAYER. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


Something of alarm, or perhaps of extraordinary zeal to 
win favor with his masters, induced the keeper of the jail in 
Philippi to rush his victims, Paul and Silas, into the inner- 
most cell, putting them in an unusual ward as if he thought 
they were a dangerous charge. A wooden machine hinged 
with iron separated the feet of the prisoners widely apart, 
closing across the ankles with a hollowed groove. Of course, 
any attempt to lie down could only result in bringing fresh 
agony to the wounds inflicted by the rods in the scourging; 
for the full weight of the body came directly upon the floor- 
ing of stone. Such a night of suffering as this was one long 
to be remembered (1 Thess. 2 : 2). 

But now just at this point the lesson assigned for to-day 
begins (Acts 16: 25). We can give some little order to our 








analysis by noting the prayers of these men, and that will 
lead the way to noting the oblique or lateral force they had. 

I. It is always easy to have an excellent prayer-meeting, 
when only the heart is right. There were three persons 
attending this one there in the jail: three? certainly: even 
the ancient Jews had a saying, “Where two persons meet, 
there is ever a third.” Paul and Silas and Jesus Christ 
spent the night together (Matt. 18 : 19, 20). 

It was a most unusual time for prayer—“midnight.” We 
remember how strict the Israelites were as to their stated 
seasons of supplication. This was the hour of neither the 
evening nor the morning oblation. But God is never slum- 
bering ; he is alive to his children’s wants even in “the dead 
of night.” 

It was a most unusual place of prayer. Very likely this 
was the first occasion on which the voice of Christian devo- 
tion had ever been heard in those heathen precincts. It 
certainly was the earliest dungeon in Europe which held a 
mercy-seat, although the awful history of many martyrs has 
shown that it had more than one wall-marked place of tor- 
ment to succeed it. 

It was a most unusual posture of prayer. For it was 
neither standing, nor reclining, nor kneeling, nor lying prone 
on one’s face. Ah me! what a poor time of it these suffering 
‘reatures would have had, if they had been compelled to use 
a formula or work themselves into an attitude. We have 
every reason to believe that our God does not care for such 
things, when only the heart is right, and the spirit is true, 
and the want is pressing; he is not particular about forms 
and postures. 

It was a most unusual kind of prayer. Much is missed by 
dividing the words here: they should read thus: “ praying, 
they sang.” These apostles set their petitions to music. It 
is of some importance to know that true prayer is praise, and 
genuine praise is prayer. God is lauded when we plead with 
him, and is entreated when we celebrate his glory. Each 
doxology pronounces a benediction; he answers when we 
say “ Hallelujah ;” he is praised when a sinner cries, “Save, 
or I perish!” 

It was a most unusual expression of prayer. It was done 
by tones of old Hebrew melodies. One can hear that sort of 
music sometimes now as he passes a synagogue; it is very 
wild, pathetic, plaintive, and fascinating. Match one of 
David’s psalms or Isaiah’s anthems to it, and it will move 
one’s heart like astrain from the sky. We make bold to 

leclare at once, that he who has learned so as to have at 
command psalm after psalm which he can sing by himself 
in the dark, has wonderful resources of comfort in his times 
of trouble, and can safely draw upon them. 

It was a most unusual reach of prayer. No doubt God 
heard it, for that has always been his promise; but we are 
distinctly informed here that “the prisoners” also heard it 
on this occasion. These were the “songs in the night,” that 
Elihu told Job about ; perhaps the very psalm those two men 
sang was that where David told of the good his singing did 
him (Psa. 42:8). And we.may be very sure that Paul and 
Silas sang with the spirit and the understanding also, and so 
they made the old jail ring all around through the wards and 
corridors. And we can have no sort of doubt that the jailer 
heard everything that was going on. 

It was a most unusual force of prayer. We cannot delay 
here just now to say much about the earthquake ; only it is 
evident that the Lord sent it in answer to the supplications 
offered there in the prison, and outside among the devoted 
friends in the household of Lydia. We fasten our attention 
upon the effect produced upon this one Roman officer who 
listened to that petition. He was converted by the power 
which was resident in it; the Spirit which indited it, sub- 
dued him (Rom. 8 : 26). 

It was a most unusual direction of prayer. It will perhaps 
be helpful here, in order to make the meaning clear, to 
employ a figure: imagine a triangle, as if one were going to 
talk about what mathematicians call “the composition of 
forces.” In this the perpendicular line represents what we 
commonly look upon as the disection of a Christian man’s 
petition: it goes up straight towards God. But the hori- 
zontal line represents the level pressure of the same force, 
but going out towards those within range who hear and are 
influenced by it. That jailer, no doubt, heard the singing 
and the praying of those two men in the inner ward of the 
prison ; it was not addressed to him, but it swept out toward 
him with an oblique or lateral force. It is not safe to cal- 
culate deliberately upon affecting a bystander by our suppli- 
cation; preaching in prayers is never to be commended ; but 
a life of prayer, and an unconscious fervor of prayer in an 
individual instance, may be useful to one who watches it. 

II. So we pass, now, in the second place, to consider the 
effect which these exercises of the two faithful men im the 
inner prison produced on the jailer. It seems as if we might 
safely declare that there are three stages of this man’s expe- 
rience exhibited in his behavior as detailed in the inspired 
story. 

1. At first he must have been meditating and growing 
soberly thoughtful. A new sound had for some time been 
vibrating through the galleries of the building. A fresh 


courage of hope, faith, and content had arrested his notice, 
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Our unconscions influence is often stronger than we suspect, 
When that keeper retired to his chamber, it appears likely 
that his mind was subdued, his conscience was aroused, his 
soul was filled with feeling. 

2. At this solemn moment more weighty emotions are hold- 
ing the jailer’s soul. In the depth of compunction from an 
aroused and enlightened conscience, he put the question of the 
ages to those men who had been singing their prayers in the 
midnight: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” In one 
short, sharp, solemn instant, those preachers were summoned 
to tell an enquiring sinner the gospel method of redemption. 
No more picturesque scene is to be found in the New Testa- 
ment: the jailer, the servants, the family, those whipped men, 
sore and sleepless, but all eagerness and zeal now to answer 
his question, the shadows flung by the torches, the preachers 
standing, the proud Roman soldier on his knees, waiting to 
hear about Christ crucified. ; 

As to this question, observe, it represented the natural 
cravings of the whole human race. He asked it not as a 
Roman, nor as a jailer, but as a man; it wasa great human 
cry. Once more, notice that it assumed salvation to be the 
supreme need now and always. No other danger menaced 
that man; his prisoners were safe; his soul was defiled, and 
he was not at peace with his Maker. Notice, also, that his 
question shows he knew that personal action had a place 
somewhere in the divine plan. That word “must” proves 
necessity ; the “do” means activity ; the word “I” fixes the 
individual responsibility. Notice likewise, that he admitted 
there remained something for God to do which he must be 
content humbly to ask for: so he did ask heartily. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


These lessons from the Acts of the Apostles are chiefly 
concerned with the apostles themselves, and the work of the 
apostles, The mention of those persons among whom, and 
with whom, the apostles labored, is incidental to the narra- 
tive of the apostles’ sayings and doings. Hence it is fair to 
look at these lessons in their exhibit of the spirit and the 
conduct of the apostles. This lesson illustrates: 





. 


HOW A CHRISTIAN'S FAITH WILL SHOW ITSELF. 


1. In Praises under Suffering (v. 25). 

2. In Cheering Words tothe Despairing (ws. 26-28). 
8. In Wise Counsel to the Anxious (ve. 29-33). 

4. In Rejoicings with New Converts (v. 34). 

5. In Standing for the Right (vs. 35-37). 

6. In Fellowship with Tried Brethren (v. 40). 











1, IN PRAISES UNDER SUFFERING. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns unto God (v. 25). Happiness does not come of one’s 
surroundings ; it is a result of what is in one, not of what is 
about one. No change in one’s circumstances can either give 
happiness or take happiness. away. He who trusts Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour, and who believes that he is 
just where his Saviour would have him to be, has cause for 
rejoicing; for he is sure that all things are working together 
for his good and for his Saviour’s glory. He who lacks this 
trust lacks the only true basis of happiness. Paul and Silas 
were not praising God because their backs smarted, or because 
they were in a gloomy prison, or decause their feet were fast 
in the stocks; but they were praising him in spite of these 
things; praising him because he was still their God, and 
Jesus was still their Saviour. If we are not ready to praise 
God where we are, and with our condition and circumstances 
as they are, we should not be likely to praise him if we were 
differently circumstanced and our condition was just that 
which now seems to us most desirable. Daniel could sleep 
better in the den of lions than Darius in the royal palace; 
and he who could not find rest in a lion’s den when that was 
God's place for him, could not gain rest by a mere removal 
toa palace. It isthe man’s self who must be changed, not 
his circumstances or his possessings, in order to his having a 
heart overflowing with joy and praise. 

2% IN CHEERING WORDS TO THE DESPAIRING. 

The jailer . . . seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword, 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped, But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no 
harm : for we are all here (vs. 27,28). Those whose faith could 
cause them to lose all thought of their own sufferings in their 
loving gratitude to God, would be sure to have an open ear 
and a ready word for their fellows who were in any special 
need. Love for God will ever show itself in love toward 
men. And that spirit of unselfishness, of forgetfulness of 
one’s purely personal interests, which comes of a faith that 
trusts one’s self unreservedly to Christ as Saviour and Master, 
is certain to show itself in a tender regard for those who are 
in sorrow or in despair. None are quicker to note the suf- 
ferings ef others, or to act for the relief of suffering, than 
those whe are self-forgetful through faith. Nor is there a 
more Christlike work than this. A single word of Christian 
cheer may be as new life to a despairing heart. Christ says 





of himself in prophecy, “The Lord God hath given me the 
tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a 
word in season to him that is weary.” And he who has the 
spirit of Christ illustrates this attribute of Christ in his ten- 
der and yet outspoken sympathy with the weary and heavy- 
hearted. 

3% IN WISE COUNSEL TO THE ANXIOUS. 


He... trembling for fear . . . said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved# They said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thow shalt be 
saved, thou and thy house (vs. 30, 31). When a sinner is anx- 
ious over his own soul, when he realizes his lost state, and 
asks for a way of salvation, no counsel to him is of any ser- 
vice unless it points him to one who is able to save his soul ; 
and in order to save a sinner there must be the power to for- 
give the sinsof a sinner. Only Jesus Christ can save sinners ; 
and only he who trusts Jesus Christ as his Saviour can so 
speak of him to others as to inspire confidence in him as their 
profiered Saviour. When a sinner trembles for fear, in 
view of his sins, the truth of truths for him is the truth that 
Jesus Christ is able and ready to save him from his sins. 
And the turning of a sinner to the Saviour, in simple clinging 
trust at such a time, involves a heeding by that sinner of the 
Saviour’s word, and an obeying of his commandments; for he 
who feels his need of a Saviour, and realizes that the longed- 
for Saviour has come to him, will show his faith by his ready 
obedience. It is always safe counsel to an anxious soul, to 
tell him to turn to the Lord Jesus Christ in loving trust. 


4 IN REJOICINGS WITH NEW CONVERTS. 

He brought them up into his house, and set meat before them, 
and rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having believed in God 
(v. 34). Paul and Silas were happier now than before that 
earthquake; but it was not that their smarting backs had 
been bathed, and their tired feet loosened from the stocks 
and that food was set before them, that they were full of new 
joy. It was rather the fact that a new soul was restful in the 
love of Jesus; and that one who had been lost was saved. 
There is no greater delight granted to the Christian believer, 
than in sharing the rejoicings of those whom he has person- 
ally led to the Saviour. His own loving faith in that Saviour 


enables him to appreciate their loving faith, and his grati- |. 


tude wells out toward God for being permitted to have 
this part in the great work of God. Do you recall any season 
of such rejoicing in your Christian experience ? 


& IN STANDING FOR THE RIGHT. 


The magistrates sent... saying, Let those men go... Paul 
said, ... They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men that 
are Romans, and have cast us into prison; and do they now cast 
us out privily ? nay verily ; but let them come themselves and bring 
us out (vs. 35-37). A Christian faith neither lessens a man’s 
sense of dignity nor destroys his sense of the right. On 
the contrary, the wisest and firmest defenders of the right 
are to be found among Christian believers. Every once in 
a while the progress of evil in the community, or the prog- 
ress of governmental encroachments on the rights of the 
individual servant of God, is stayed—for the time being, at 
least—by the firm stand of some Christian, or Christians, 
who will put principle above expediency, and who will not 
consent to the wrong by any undue concession or compliance, 
in conformity with unjust exactions. He who by faith 
counts himself one with God, in Christ Jesus, can face the 
strongest powers of earth or hell unflinchingly. 


& IN FELLOWSHIP WITH TRIED BRETHREN. 


They went out of the prison, and entered into the house of 
Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren they comforted them 
(v. 39). There is no other such tie on earth as that which 
binds in fellowship true Christian believers. They are one 
in their highest aims and hopes, and one in their richest pos- 
sessions; they are one forever. The single new command- 
ment which Jesus gave to his disciples was that they should 
love one another—as his disciples—with a peculiar love 
beyond all other loves; that they should love one another as 
he had loved them. And the disciple whom Jesus loved has 
given it as the very test of Christian discipleship, “We 
know that we have passed from death into life, because we 
love the brethren.” There is joy in seeing and sharing the 
happiness of new converts; but Christian joy deepens and 
intensifies in the fellowship of multiplied common expe- 
riences in the Christian life. And those who have a common 
faith, and have had experiences in common, need each other’s 
fellowship in order to their comfort and their efficiency. 
Those who trust the Lord incline to speak often one to 
another; and they have reason to do so. 





TEACHING HINTS 
BY M. C. HAZARD. 


Matthew Henry says that no man has any more religion 
than he can show in time of adversity and trial. The jail 
at Philippi was a test of the Christian character of Paul and 
Silas. The way they stood the test, not only exalts them as 
Christian heroes, but also shows what power for comfort and 
for strength there is in the religion of the Lord Jesus. 

I. A Great Earthquake.—1. The prisoners rejoicing. “ But 
about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 





hymns unto God.” They were praying—for they needed 
comfort. They sang praises—for the comfort they needed 
was given to them. Their pains and aches, and bleeding 
wounds, and miserable surroundings, were all forgotten in the 
revelation that God was pleased to make to them as a com- 
forter. To his children God giveth songs in the night. 
Their hymns they were singing unto God, and unto God 
alone ; but they were heard by men also. “The prisoners 
were listening unto them.” The Christian often exerts an 
influence of which he is utterly unaware. Others are look- 
ing at, or listening to, him all the while. What must have 
been the feelings of the listening prisoners? Probably :— 
(1.) Wonder. Songs from that inner prison was an unheard-of 
thing. From there usually came groans and curses. A wail 
of despair would have been in accord with the character of 
the place. (2.) A conviction that the two men were sustained 
by the God whom they were praising. Their joy and praise 
could have seemed nothing less than miraculous—as indeed 
it was. (3.) A desire to partake of the same peace and joy. 
They themselves were in trouble, and Paul and Silas were 
unconsciously commending their religion to their fellow- 
prisoners, who needed something that would sustain and 
cheer them. When a disciple shows a face of peace and of 
sunshine in the midst of the most severe trial, then men say, 
If religion can do that for us, then we want it. Songs in 
the night are better than sermons in the daytime. 

2. The prisoners loosed. God had been commended by the 

singers, and now he endorses the singers. The prayers and 
the songs of the two missionaries had a most unexpected 
answer. The solid building was shaken to its foundations 
by an earthquake that opened all the prison doors, and, 
most marvelous of all, loosed the bands of the prisoners. 
The stocks in which the feet of Paul and Silas were confined 
were rent apart, and the rings in the wall to which the chains 
of the prisoners were fastened were so loosened as easily to 
come out. All the prisoners were free. Was the earthquake 
purely natural in its character? Of course it was. But it 
happened at atime that shows that God was in the earth- 
quake, using it, as he can use any force of nature, to accom- 
plish his will. 
II. A Great Change.—1l. The keeper despairing. ‘ Was 
about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped.” His life depended upon the safe keeping of the 
prisoners. Awaked by the earthquake shock, the keeper’s 
first thought was of fidelity to his office. He looked to see 
that the prison was all right, and, when he beheld the open 
doors, his instant conclusion was that the prisoners had 
escaped. Suicide then was considered honorable. Seneca 
wrote: “If life pleases you, live; if not, you have a right 
to return whence you came.” 

2. The keeper saved. (1.) From self-destruction. “ But 
Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm; 
for we are all here.” There are two interesting questions in 
connection with this. (a.) How did Paul know that the 
keeper was intending suicide? Paul and Silas were confined 
in the “inner” prison, where they could have seen nothing 
except as the keeper stood on the floor above them in plaia 
view through the opening through which they had been let 
down. (b.) Why had none of the prisoners attempted to 
escape? It would seem as if the songs of the two mission- 
aries, and the marvel which followed, had held them spell- 
bound to the place. (2.) From e destruction. “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” taps the keeper trem- 
ble? He was in no danger from preetor ; for not a pris- 
oner had escaped. He had rightly connected the earthquake 
with God and the presence of the two men who were the 
servants of God. His fear was of him who is the Judge of 
all. He desired to be saved from the wrath of Him who 
sitteth upon the great white throne. How was he saved? 
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou 
and thy house.” Note how much larger the promise 
was than the question—“thou and thy house.” He had 
asked for himself only, but he obtained assurance for those 
whose salvation was of as much consequence to him as his 
own. And to the end that the promise might be fulfilled, 
“they spake the word of the Lord unto him, with all that 
were in his house.” Picture this scene in the prison,—the 
gloomy room, the flaring torches, the absorbed little company 
listening for the first time to the words of eternal life. 


3. The keeper changed. How was the change shown? It 
was shown :—(1.) In washing their stripes. “He took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes.” Up 
to this time their wounds had had no care. To them the 
clotted blood still clung. When they had been handed over 
to him, the jailer had continued the emphasis of their pun- 
ishment by casting them into the inner prison, and making 
their feet fast in the stocks. His occupation had made him 
brutal and indifferent to the sufferings of others. But now 
that he had learned to love the Saviour his heart was touched 
with pity. The brutal man had become tender of heart and 
sympathetic. (2.) “ Was baptized, he and all his immedi- 
ately.” Thus he and they expressed their faith in Christ. 


They did not wait for a moment even, but then and there 
identified themselves with the believers in the risen Saviour. 
(3.) “Set meat before them.” He did not forget any of 
their physical wants in his own great joy. Those whe have 
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been fed with the Bread of Life should not be oblivious to 
the fact that the minister by whom they are fed has a body 
that needs to be fed also. (4.) “ Rejoiced greatly with all 
his house, having believed in God.” Now he was the pos- 
sessor of the same joy that had caused those songs in the 
night. He and his knew what it is to have that peace which 
passeth understanding. By his prisoners he and his family 
had been liberated from bondage, and in their new freedem 
they could not help but rejoice. 

III. A Great Humiliation.—1. The magistrate’s permission to 
depart. (1.) Given. “Sent the serjeants, saying, Let those 
men go.” The order was contemptuously worded. The 
magistrates probably realized that they had acted hastily, 
and without warrant, and desired to get rid of the men as 
quietly as possible. (2.) Refused. But Paul would not 
accept of the permission thus given. He did not stand upon 
a point of order as a matter of pride. He and Silas had 
been unjustifiably condemned and punished, and now he 
would not be privily dismissed, because of the bad repute in 
which it would leave them as servants of Christ. If they 
departed without vindication, their influence as preachers of 
the gospel would be gone in Philippi. For the honor of the 
Master, they refused to go. 

2. The magistrates’ humiliation. 
selves and bring us out.” And the magistrates were made 
tocome. The report that they had caused two Roman citi- 
zens to. be beaten, without trial, filled them with consterna- 
tion. For that act their lives and their property were 
forfeitable. They, therefore, came, and with great humility 
and no little fear, “besought them; and when they had 
brought them out, they asked them to go away from the 
city.” They did not feel safe until they had gone where they 
would not again hear from them. They abased themselves 
before those whom so lately they had treated with such great 
cruelty and contempt. The missionaries went out of prison 
with their innocence as publicly declared as their punish- 
ment had been open. And thus they strengthened the hold 
of the gospel in Philippi. 

3. The missionaries’ departure. They did not go until they 
had “comforted” the brethren. Having suffered so much, 
one would think that they needed comforting by the brethren, 
instead. But God had comforted them with so great a com- 
fort, that they still were the richer, and could afford to give. 
They went away, in obedience to the request of the author- 
ities,—but they left brethren behind them. The church 
was established at Philippi, and that could not be driven 
out. 


“Let them come them- 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


At midnight.—Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises to 
God. Where were they? What had the jailer been told to 
do with them? They knew they had done no wrong, and 
were unjustly punished, and while their aching feet were 
fast, their souls were going up in prayer and song to the God 
in whom they trusted. Strange sounds for that prison, where 
usually groans and curses and clanking chains made dismal 
noise. Now, above all, the prisoners heard and listened and 
wondered at a song of rejoicing. It was heard in heaven, 
and He whom they praised came to their help. He had 
called them to Macedonia, and they obeyed; would he for- 
sake his faithful servants? Had they such a fear? 

An earthquake-—Suddenly the prison walls rocked—the 
foundations deep down in the rocks were shaken ; doors flew 
open, chains, bolts, bars, stocks, were broken, and the pris- 
oners were loose. The jailer awoke, he saw the doors all 
open, he thought the prisoners were gone; he knew he 
would be punished with death if they had escaped; he drew 
his sword to kill himself. Paul saw his actions, and quickly 
called out to him: “Do thyself no harm: for we are all 
here.” Was not it manifesting something like his Master's 
love for his enemies, for Paul to care more for the safety of 
the cruel jailer than for his own freedom ? 

The frightened jailer—The jailer called for lights, that he 
might see into the deep inner prison. Probably Paul and 
Silas in the darkness below had seen him with drawn sword, 
by the light in the opening. When he saw them, he sprang 
in, and, trembling with fear, fell down before them. The 
jailer asking help of his prisoners! He brought them out 
from the dungeon, and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” He had surely heard or known that these men 
told of a salvation for which he never cared before; as the 
earthquake had shaken the solid walls, so the Holy Spirit 
had moved his hard heart, and made him tremble with fear 
on account of his sins. What question did the jailer ask? 

T he a answer.— What is our golden text? What is 
it to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? Is it enough to 
know that Jesus died to save sinners? What must we dof 
From what shall we be saved? The apostles talked, and 
taught the jailer, and all who were in his house, how they 
should be saved from sin. There was no if, and no doubt: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house.” 

The changed jailer.—How quickly the salvation of Christ 
changed a cruel man into a kind working Christian! When 





his sins were taken away, he tried to heal the wounds of the 
apostles, A few hours before, he had thrust them into the 
inner prison, now he brought them up into his own house; 
then he put their feet in the stocks to hold them fast, now he 
took them to his own table, and feasted them with a glad 
heart. What made him so joyful now, when before he had 
been ready to take his own life? Faith and forgiven sins made 
him so happy for himself and his whole family ; “ he rejoiced 
greatly, having believed in God with all his house.” One 
had come to abide in that family who was never before a 
guest there. How happy it makes a home when Jesus is wel- 
comed by every heart ! 

In the morning.—The rulers sent officers and a message to 
the jailer,—“ Let those men go.” He gave them the message, 
and said, “Go in peace.” Did he ever before send prisoners 
away with gentle words? Had any prisoner ever before 
brought him such blessing? Paul would not go. He said, 
“They have beaten us openly, without charge or trial—we 
are Romans. Let them come and take us out openly.” 
Officers, and not prisoners, were the ones to be in fear then. 
So the magistrates themselves came, and took the apostles 
from jail, and begged them to leave the city. 

In Lydia’s house.—Paul and Silas did not leave Philippi 
until they had met the brethren in Lydia’s house, and they 
had rejoiced together, and had comforted one another. Then 
they went away, and for years Paul was not there again, but 
we have the letters he wrote to Christians there, and, instead of 
remembering his sufferings, he tells them to “ rejoice,” and 
calls them “ my joy and my crown.” What is the meaning 
of conversion? Was it the same thing to busy Lydia and the 
cruel jailer? Both were changed, turned from serving self 
and Satan to serving God; changed from sin and fear to 
faith and joy. Do you want to beso changed? What then 
must you do? Since we know God’s grace so suddenly and 
thoroughly changed the rough jailer, need we ever despair 
of any? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


[See also Illustrative Applications. } 





STRIPPED, 
BEATEN, 
IMPRISONED, 

IN THE STOCKS, 
AT MIDNIGHT, 


BUT PRAISING! 











THE APOSTLES THE JAILER 
FREED 
FROM THE 
CHAINS OF SIN. 


FROM THE 
PRISON STOCKS, 


THE fRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“ Free from the law, oh, happy condition.” 
“Light in the darkness.” 

“ Standing by a purpose true.”’ 

“ Long in darkness we heve waited.” 

“Ob for a faith that will not shrink!” 

“A little while, and he shall come.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


What gracious operation of God followed Paul’s imprison- 
ment at Philippi? (Title.) What does God require of each 
of us in effecting our salvation? (Golden Text.) 

What was the occasion of Paul’s imprisonment in Philippi? 
How should the Christian sufferer employ his sleepless 
nights? (Acts 16:25.) How did the Lord interrupt the 
singing of Paul and Silas? (v. 26.) What attribute did he 
therein reveal? What, would you humbly conclude from 
the narrative, was his purpose in thus interrupting them? 
Why did the Philippian jailer purpose taking his own life? 
(v. 27.) Explain why he regarded this as a reason. What 
law did he break in this intention? (Exod. 20:13.) Was, 
or was not, this law binding upon him? How do you know 
that the decalogue was designed for the whole world, and not 
for Jew alone? How did Paul know the reason for the 
jailer’s intended act? (v. 28.) What conviction was wrought 
in the mind of the jailer by this miracle, and how did his 
heart respond to his conviction? (vs. 29, 30.) Is the mission 
of miracles simply to produce conviction, or also to subdue 
the heart? Explain and illustrate your position. (See Acts 
16:9; 17:51.) What is the ground of our hope of salva- 
tion? (1 John 4: 9,10.) What is the origin of our hope of 
salvation? (v. 31.) Can we, or can we not, be saved, if we 
will not stand on the ground which. he has provided for us? 
Did Paul declare one way of salvation for the jailer and 
another way for his household, or the same for all? How 
many of his house were capable of receiving the word of God, 
and how many actually believed and were baptized? (vs. 
32-34.) What restriction has God laid upom the adminis- 





trators of this ordinance? (Acts 8 : 36, 37, Revised Version.) 
How long is a believer justified in delaying his obedience to 
the command to be baptized? Why did the magistrates 
release their prisoners the next morning? (vs. 35, 36.) Why 
did they refuse their offer of release? (v. 37.) Who were 
the serjeants? What difference would it probably have 
made to the cause of Christ in Philippi, if Paul and Silas had 
come out privately? Why did they leave the city? 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The present lesson, in almost every phrase, breathes the 
influence of the Roman empire throughout the whole East. 
Its Orientalisms cannot well be studied without the help of 
Cicero and Valerius Maximus and Dionysius Halicarnassus, 
and other Roman writers, who, directly or indirectly, teach 
us the condition of the Roman citizen, the peregrinus, or 
foreigner, the freedman, and the slave. Philippi was a 
Roman colonia, with also the exceptional jus Jtalicum, or legal 
position of certain Italian cities. Most readers will do best 
to study Conybeare and Howson with reference to this passage. 

To understand better the position of Paul and Silas, and 
the listening of the prisoners to their prayer and praise, it 
will be proper to consider that they were in the inner prison, 
a place somewhat like our “ condemned cells,” and that they 
were in the “ wood ”—a term which denoted the cross as well 
as the stocks, and denoted punishment that was ignominious, 
and which was regularly inflicted on the ignoble. Its dis- 
comfort and constraint, not to say pain, would not admit of 
much sleep. They had been “beaten”—a phrase of itself 
sufficient to show that they had suffered an indignity which 
it was not lawful to apply to a Roman citizen, but which the 
Vulgate here characterizes by (essentially) the very phrase 
used by the Roman law writers to describe the prohibited 
and unlawful act. The condition of Paul and Silas might 
have been taken as matter of course if inflicted by a capricious 
Oriental ruler; but here it was most discouraging. 

If, as some think, and as seems natural, we are to read 
between the lines of verses 21-23 that Paul and Silas then 
and there proclaimed their status of Roman citizenship, their 
condition was altogether discouraging. The cry “ Civis 
Romanus sum (“I am a Roman citizen”), as Cicero says, 
“has often brought help to many in the remotest parts of the 
earth, and safety in the midst of barbarians;” and the danger 
to him who had slighted it, as the magistrates (dwumviri) had 
done, was by no means light. The guilty magistrates would 
thus, if they would consult their own safety, be forced either 
to get rid of Paul and Silas quietly, or to further measures 
which would tend to destroy them utterly. Thus the condi- 
tion of Paul and Silas approached the desperate. They had 
still, indeed, their appeal to the emperor, as Roman citizens; 
but the duumviri might manage to override that by foul 
means, and violently stifle it before it could be heard. 

It was this right of appeal to the emperor which caused 
the magistrates’ fright when, on their sending to let Paul and 
Silas depart privily, Paul insisted on their Roman citizen- 
ship, and public recognition of it. The magistrates them- 
selves were not the final judges of the matter; and they were 
put to the risk, on the one side, of arbitrary Wrong of a greater 
gravity than that already committed, which would be sure to 
overthrow them when raked over by some powerful enemy; 
or, on the other, of having either to face Paul’s proof of 
citizenship, if they would justify their conduct, or to deny 
their conduct and prove their innocence, if they could not 
disprove his citizenship. 

The jailer’s fear before Paul and Silas is to be attributed, 
doubtless, to his belief in them as “ proclaiming the way of 
salvation” (v. 17). The earthquake, a phenomenon com- 
mon in that region, would naturally be taken as a sign, in the 
special circumstances; but with Paul’s immediate assurance 
that the prisoners were all there, and his own salvation from 
death, the whole significance of the sign was irresistible. 
The loosing of every one’s chains, moreover, was not the 
natural result of an earthquake. To give the surroundings 
of the whole situation (though those are not enough to 
account for the jailer’s.living and saving faith), would be to 
discuss the subject of the maid with the spirit of divination, 
in the last lesson, and to present a treatise on the super- 
stitions of the time. 

The latter part of the lesson receives a flood of light from 
the famous first chapter of the fifth book of Eusebius’s Eccle- 
siastical History. This hint is given because it cannot be 
enlarged upon here, but because it shows how sufferers for 
Christ were regarded, and how the words of the narrative in 
the lesson become luminous with light both Roman and 
Oriental. As striking an instance as any is what is said of 
Vettius Epagathos, “ one of the brethren,” “ who also himself 
was taken up into the lot of martyrs, called a comforter of 
Christians.” The last phrase is a reflection in the Greek of 
the Greek of the last verse of this lesson, where it is stated 
that “they comforted them” before they departed. We need 
not dwell on the word for comforter or advocate (parakletos), 
and its corresponding verb; but we see how the martyr’s 
suffering qualified them to “have the paraklete in them 
selves, and te become a paraklete of Christians,” 
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BRIGGS’S BIBLE STUDY-* 


The study of the Bible in our day and country has 
necessarily created a new literature. An important con- 
tribution to this literature has been made by Professor 
Briggs, of the Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
in a volume which has received much commendation 
from the public press. Like most recent works of its 
kind, it claims for exegetical theology many of those 
matters which have hitherto been discussed from the 
chair of systematic theology. There can be no doubt 
that this is an improvement in method, whether Pro- 
fessor Briggs’s assignment of limits be accepted or not. 
He virtually proposes to give us an introduction to 
exegetical theology, of which there is great need, espe- 
cially in view of the chaotic condition of theological 
science in America, The old lines of division between 
the departments are disappearing; no two seminaries 
observe the same distinctions between exegetical, his- 
torical, and systematic theology. 

Professor Briggs divides his department into three main 
divisions: I. Biblical Literature; II, Biblical Exegesis; 
III. Biblical Theology; subdividing the first as follows: 
(1.) Biblical Canonics; (2.) Textual Criticism; (3.) The 
Higher Criticism. 

Experts are not agreed as to the plan of biblical the- 
ology, many claiming that it properly belongs to his- 
torical theology. Much can be said in favor of the view 
advocated by Professor Briggs, who is himself, we believe, 
charged with the duty of giving instruction in biblical 
theology. In fact, the limits of that “discipline,” as he 
terms it, are not yet well defined. For the benefit of 
some of our readers, we explain that biblical theology, 
as distinguished from systematic theology, simply sums 
up the results of exegesis, without making any formal, 
or systematized, deductions from them, and also treats 
of the historical development of the revelation of God in 
the Bible. Those who emphasize the former side insist 
that the “discipline” belongs to exegetical theology, 
while any prominence given to the latter side serves to 
place it in the department of historical theology. The 
average Sunday-school teacher may say that systematic 
theology has no other task than to arrange the facts and 
principles of the Bible, and hence that the “ discipline” 
properly belongs to that department; and, indeed, such 
a claim has been made by theological writers. We state 
all this, to show how much is to be done, before a scien- 
tific method can be universally accepted in our theologi- 
cal seminaries. Just here we encounter a practical diffi- 
culty which finds its counterpart in Professor Briggs’s 
method, He discards sacred philology from his material, 
asserting, in regard to Hebrew and Greek, that “the 
study of these languages, as languages, properly belongs 
to the college or university course, and has no appropri- 
ate place in the theological seminary. Valuable time is 
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consumed in these studies that is taken from exegetical 
theology itself and never compensated for” (p. 18). 
But as a matter of fact, theological students enter the 
seminary, knowing little or nothing of Hebrew, and, 
owing to the changed character of the usual college cur- 
riculum, very “rusty” in Greek. Unless a learned pro- 
fessor is willing to do the work of training them in 
philological studies, they get no foundation for the study 
of theology. The prominence given to biblical theology 
is proper enough, if the foundation has been laid. But 
if the virtual establishment of another department simply 
subtracts from the time, already too limited, allotted to 
drill in Hebrew and Greek, then instruction in biblical 
theology is simply a new style of “cram,” in place of the 
old dogmatic method of systematic theology. In fact, it 
is a worse form of dogmatism ; for, from the nature of the 
case, the old method trained the reasoning faculty, but the 
new method is purely inductive. If students are poor 
exegetes (and, without drill in language, they cannot be 
other than poor), then the induction is impossible, and 
biblical theology a farce, so far as they are concerned. 
We devote so much space to this matter because it con- 
cerns the method which underlies the volume under 
review. 

Professor Briggs devotes a large part of his space to 
the discussion of the higher criticism, which he places 
under the division of biblical literature. In fact, there 
are not wanting indications that, perhaps unconsciously 
to himself, he designed his book to be an apology for the 
higher criticism, as represented, in principle, though not 
in method, by the earlier Puritan divines. His purpose 
will account, at least, for the obvious dislocation of parts 
in chapters [V. to VII. Chapter IV. treats of the Bible 
and criticism, and Chapter VII. again of the higher 
criticism, so that while “ biblical canonics” (Chap. V.) 
is in form a subdivision of biblical literature, it is made 
in fact a part of criticism. The treatment in these chap- 
ters is largely historical, and it will be encouraging to 
many to see how little there is that can be called “ new” 
in the theories which are now so prominent. We think 
that Professor Briggs is not always as guarded as he 
might be in his concessions to these theories, and thatin 
his desire to emphasize the so-called Puritan principle 
he underrates the historical evidence. The Puritans 
had to fight the tyranny of authority, as we have not; 
and this of itself modifies the application of their prin- 
ciple. Moreover, what they fought was born of an un- 
exegetical traditionalism ; what the modern higher criti- 
cism opposes is, with all its faults, the result of the 
sixteenth-century movement toward a better knowledge 
of the Bible. 

In the discussion of textual criticism the volume is 
scanty, and the position taken in regard to the effect of 
textual criticism on the doctrine of inspiration will 
hardly be satisfactory to Christian scholars generally. 
Against the theory of mechanical inspiration the argu- 
ment is valid, but not as against that of plenary inspira- 
tion. A student of language ought to know how much 
depends upon a seemingly trifling element in so vital a 
matter as speech. The true theory of the marriage of 
the divine and human in the Scripture will doubtless 
come in due time; of the fact itself every believing stu- 
dent must be assured. Professor Briggs denies the 
“inerrancy ” (that is, impossibility of error) of the Scrip- 
tures, insisting that this is not a Protestant doctrine. 


In the chapter on Hebrew poetry Professor Briggs 
shows himself at home, and the succeeding chapter on 
the interpretation of Scripture is full of valuable matter. 
But his view of the Bible itself colors his view of its 
interpretation. The mystical tendency usually brings 
rationalism in the next generation, and toward this ten- 
dency there is not sufficient caution. But most pastors 
would be profited by a perusal of the history of inter- 
pretation here fairly sketched. 

We have already noticed the division of biblical the- 
ology. The concluding chapter is on the Scriptures as a 
means of grace. 

One of the most valuable parts of the volume is the 
catalogue of books of reference for biblical study, cover- 
ing sixty pages. This has grown out of the author’s 
practical experience as librarian in the Theological 
Seminary. It is in advance of anything of the kind yet 
published in America. Of course it can be criticised. 
It shows the training of the author, by the prominence 
given to German works, and the ignoring of many excel- 
lent British maps. Nor can we always approve the 
marks of preference assigned to some volumes. For 
example, Andrews’s Life of our Lord, the best book for 
any one who really wishes to study the life of Christ, is 
left unmarked, while Farrar’s Life of Christ stands 
starred at the head of the list. The very small number 
of works on biblical theology is significant, In fact, of 





those included under this head, several, we think, belong 
elsewhere. 

The indexes are three in number, and well made. 
The book is of convenient size and pleasant appearance. 





A CLASSIC BOOK ON CHINA* 


It is somewhat more than thirty-five years since Pro- 
fessor S. Wells Williams published the first edition of 
The Middle Kingdom—a book which then was, and 
which still is, absolutely unique as a thesaurus of infor- 
mation concerning China and the Chinese. This was 
not Professors Williams’s first venture in authorship. 
Besides the literary works in which he has been a co- 
worker with others, Professor Williams had made a trans- 
lation of Genesis, in the Old Testament, and of Matthew 
in the New, into Japanese, and had published several 
small books dealing with the grammar and the lexico- 
graphy of the Chinese. These labors were continued 
after the publication of The Middle Kingdom, in the 
Syllabic and Tonic Dictionaries, of which the first—The 
Syllabic Dictionary of the Chinese Language—may be 
considered, from the standpoint of pure scholarship, the 
most important work of Professor Williams’s life. But 
none of these works rose to the rank of a popular classic 
as did The Middle Kingdom, which has run through at 
least three editions, and of which a new edition largely, 
rewritten but recently appeared. 

The new edition is more than a new edition; it is a 
new edition, a supplement, and a sequel. Thirty-five 
years have seen a swift change in China. Old exclu- 
siveness has been broken down; the country has been 
opened to European and American influence; the mission- 
ary has been at work, and his labors have been crowned 
with greater success than in any former epoch. The 
China of to-day is not the China of last generation, but 
a new nation wresting itself from the groove of a false 
civilization, and learning, not always willingly, the civil- 
ization of the West. That which has been added to the 
present edition is, therefore, partly supplemental and 
partly new. 

At the same time, no change has been made in the 
general plan of the work. As before, the first four 
chapters treat of the geography of China, its western 
provinces, and its western dependencies. These chapters 
have been largely supplemented, in view of the greatly 
increased knowledge of the interior of China and of the 
Chinese dependencies which has been made possible 
within a few years; and their reading is made easier by 
the addition of a large map of the Chinese Empire, 
peculiar to this edition, which has been compiled trom 
the best modern authorities, native and other, and which 
is claimed to be the most complete and most accurate 
map of China ever published. The chapter on popula- 
tion and statistics is practically identical with that of 
former editions, for the simple reason that a scientific 
census is still a matter of the future in the Celestial 
Empire. On the other hand, that on the natural history 
of the country has been rewritten, and the results of the 
researches of a multitude of explorers have been exhib- 
ited as briefly and yet as fully as possible. Then follow 
chapters on the laws, the literature, and the social life of 
the Chinese; that on literature showing large supple- 
ments, in comparison with former editions, and a wide 
knowledge of the recent work of other investigators in 
this field. 

So far, only the first of the two volumes composing 
the work has been noticed. The second volume has a | 
more direct interest for the merchant, the political econo- 
mist, the historian, and it should be added, for the 
believer in Christ’s religion. This volume includes not 
only a conspectus of the industrial arts of the Chinese, 
of their science, of the native historiography and chro- 
nology, of the religion of the Chinese, of Christian mis- 
sions in China, of Chinese commerce, and of the con- 
stantly increasing foreign intercourse, together with a 
somewhat full account of the history of China in the 
present century. All of these chapters have been re- 
vised and supplemented ; and those bearing on recent 
history have been brought down to the beginning of last 
year. The chapter on Christian missions is briefer than 
some would expect, but it is crowded with facts; and it 
gives abundant material for an estimate of the past work 
and future prospects of Christianity in China. The 
statistics of Protestant missions to China, American, 
British, and European continental, are given for the 
year 1877, thus leaving out of the account missionary 
statistics for the last six years, of which the greater part 
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is certainly accessible, and which one would naturally 
expect to find in a book published in the end of 1883. 
Even here, of course, allowance should be made for the 
fact that in the spring of 1882 Professor Williams suf- 
fered an attack of partial paralysis, which prevented him 
for several months from doing any literary work. It 
should be added that while Professor Williams recog- 
nizes fully the peculiar difficulties of missionary pro- 
gress in China, he has an enthusiastic belief in China’s 
future as a Christian country. “ The work of missions,” 
he says, “will go on until the government is modi- 
fied, and religious and civil liberty granted to all, and 
China takes her rank among the Christian nations of 
the earth.” Such an opinion carries extreme weight, 
coming from a Yale professor, who has lived among the 
Chinese, and who is at the same time America’s greatest 
Chinese scholar. 


Perhaps no better idea could be given of the progress | 


of enlightened views in China, than in a brief extract 
from Professor Williams’s preface, where a striking cun- 
trast is made between the China of 1883 and the China 
of 1874. Professor Williams writes: 

On my arrival in Canton in 1833, I was officially reported, 
with two other Americans, to the hong merchant Kingqua as 
fan-kwai, or “ foreign devils,’ who had come to live under his 
tutelage. In 1874 as secretary of the American Embassy at 
Peking, I accompanied the Hon. B. P. Avery to the presence 
of the emperor Tungchi, where the minister of the United States 
presented his letters of credence on a footing of perfect equality 
with the “Son of Heaven.” With two such experiences in a 
lifetime, and mindful of the immense intellectual and moral 
development which is needed to bring an independent govern- 
ment from the position of forcing one of them to that of yield- 
ing the other, it is not strange that I am assured of a great future 
for the sons of Han; but the progress of pure Christianity will 
be the only adequate means to save the conflicting elements 
involved in such a growth from destroying each oth.r. What- 
ever is in store for them, it is certain that the country has 
passed its period of passivity. There is no more for China the 
repose of indolence and seclusion—when she looked down on 
the nations in her overweening pride, like the stars with which 
she could have no concern. 

Criticism has little function with respect of such a 
work as The Middle Kingdom. A book which has stood 
for more than a generation as the one book in its sphere, 
and which has been partly rewritten and brought up to 
date, is sure of its place in the literature of the present. 
The new map and the new illustrations, colored and 
uncolored, add not a little to the effectiveness of the 
whole work. The making of a book which treats with 
sufficiency of “the geography, government, literature, 
social life, arts and history,” of so extensive an empire as 
the Chinese, involves long and laborious research as well 
as exact scholarship; and Professor Williams is probably 
right when he anticipates that no future scholar will, 
singly, attempt so encyclopedic a work as this, but that 
each new investigator will devote himself to the cultiva- 
tion of a special department. 

It should also be said that the book is an example of 
good workmanship on the part of those concerned with 
the details of publishing. It consists of two stout 
volumes, with good printing, and paper, with fine col- 
ored plates, and some excellent reproductions of native 
pictures. The index, which was compiled by Mr. Fred- 
erick Wells Williams, the son of the author, who. also 
read the proof-sheets of the first volume during his 
father’s illness, is full without being overcrowded. Alto- 
gether, the two volumes have such a mechanical set- 
ting off on the part of artist, printer, and publisher, as a 
work of such importance naturally demands, 





“ Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow?” 
was one of the questions asked of Job, when the Lord 
spoke to him out of the whirlwind. Job did not answer 
the question ; but modern research is busy answering it at 
the present moment. Forthe benefit of the popular reader, 
Mrs. Frances E Chickering,—the wife of the Rev. Dr. 
J. W. Chickering, of Washington,—who has done good 
amateur work in this direction, compiled, several years 
ago, a shapely volume, of which the second edition has 
just been issued, with the title of Snow Crystals; “a 
snow album,” with about thirty full-page plates of snow 
crystals, which shine out in a subdued white from a 
dark ground. The non-mathematical reader will proba- 
bly be surprised to learn that the law which guides the 
formation of the snow crystal is as exact and as rational 
as the law which holds the planets in their orbits. Mrs. 
Chickering’s book does not do more than hint at these 
mathematical relations, so that the reader who wishes a 
strictly scientific treatise with its tables of meteorologi- 
cal conditions and its measurements of angles wil! have to 
seek it elsewhere. But the book is one calculated to be 
more widely useful than if it had been compiled from a 
merely scientific point of view. Its letterpress embraces 
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brief articles of knowledge, of sentiment, and of poetry, 
gathered from many sources and partly original, all cen- 
tring around, and illustrating, the snow and the teachings 
of the snow. To say that the compilation shows judi- 
cious selection makes in hardly necessary to add that 
“ Beautiful Snow ” does not find a place in it. In fine, 
the plates and the letterpress are admirable specimens 
of what it is possible for intelligent lay study to do in 
almost any sphere; and they shall serve a good purpose 
if they prompt the careless observer to a more intelli- 
gent viewing of the handiwork, in nature, of the primal 
Designer. At this period of the year, the publication— 
and the reading—of the book are, of course, specially 
seasonable, (Small 4to, pp. 158. New York: D. Apple- 
ton & Co.) 


Brief histories of the world areusually either wholly in- 
competentordistressingly lop-sided. Anexceptiontothe 
general rule occurs in Barnes’s Brief History of Ancient, 
Medieval, and Modern Peoples, which has been made by 
the combination of the Brief History of Ancient Peo- 
ples and the History of Medieval and Modern Peoples. 
Approving mention has already been made of one of the 
component parts of this volume; so that now it is suffi- 
cient to say, that the work is distinguished from most 
school histories by the high degree of accuracy attained 
in it, by its presentation in brief of the results of the 
most recent research in each department, by the intelli- 
gently chosen list of authorities given at the end of 
each section, and by the large attention whichis devoted 
to the development of life and literature among each 
people as distinguished from the common mistake of 
narrating kings’ lives and describing their battles—and 
calling it history. The book is fully illustrated, and has 
thirty-four colored maps, some of them full page in size. 
(12mo, pp. xii, 600, xxxii. New York: A.S. Barnes & 
Co.) 


Saintly lives in any specific communion of the Church 
belong not more to that specific communion than to the 
church at large. The narrative of one such life is told 
in Sister Louise, a memorial of one who, working within 
the lines of the Protestant Episcopal Church, but on the 
principles of high Anglicanism, exhibited in rare degree 
the Christ-like spirit which denies self and expends its 
generous ministry in the serviceof others. Thecharacter 
which is here portrayed is one which is very winsome, not 
only in its native unselfishness and devotion, but in that 
riper growth of character which came from the chastening 
of sorrow. Those who dissent most strongly from the 
exclusiveness of the ecclesiastical theory which runs 
through this little memoir, will yet be able to read with 
profit the life-lesson of Sister Louise. (16mo, pp. 107. 
New York: E. & J. B. Young & Co.) 


Mr. Anthony Comstock’s prolonged labors in behalf 
of the purity of the young are known to the readers of 
every evangelical religious newspaper in America; and 
his purpose and methods of work call for neither expla- 
nation nor defense here. He has recently published, 
however, a little book called Traps for the Young, which 
is certainly worth the attention of those, whether 
parents or teachers, who have any responsibility for the 
safe training of youth. Few among those who are fully 
aware of the greatness of the danger which exists are 
also aware of the subtle methods which the enemies 
of Christian truth and morality employ to gain the 
unsuspecting ; and it is precisely this knowledge which 
Mr. Comstock’s book is set to supply. (12mo, pp. xii, 
223. New York: Funk and Wagnalls. Price, $1.00.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


In a letter to the London Times, M. Clermont-Ganneau 
announces the discovery in Northern Syria, by M. 
Pognon, the Frengh vice-consul at Bayroot, of two 
inscriptions of Nebuchadnezzar. The inscriptions are 
engraved on the rock in Wady Brassa, a wild valley on 
the eastern slope of Lebanon, and make together nine- 
teen columns of writing. The find is considered of 
importance, as in confirmation and illustration of the 
biblical mentions of the’ doings of the Babylonians in 
that region; and the immediate publication of the 
cuneiform texts with a translation is promised by M. 
Ganneau, who vouches for the authenticity of the 
inscriptions. 


It is a cheering indication of the growing interest in 
Semitic and Old Testament studies in this country that 
not only has The Old Testament Student, of the Amer- 
ican Publication Society of Hebrew, succeeded in gain- 
ing a supporting constituency, but that the society feels 
justified, besides, ia announcing a new monthly, He- 








braica,, to be wholly devoted! to the philology off the 
Hebrew and cognate Ianguages:. This. magazine willlof 
course address itself to a more advanced class of students 
than The Old Testament Student; and’ indeed it ‘s 
designed, partly, to be a medium of intercommunication 
between professors of Hebrew in American theological 
seminaries and other scholars. The first number will 
be issued about February 15, and copies of that number 
will be sent to those interested, who will send in their 


| names and addresses to Professor William R,. Harper, 


Morgan Park, I\linois. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1884. 


Fourth Triennial International Sunday-school Convention, 


Louisville, Kentucky..........ccscecceseesereeseoreeeeeedUm@ 11-13 
Florida, state, Pensacola.......0...ssssscsseseereeseereresesees Feb. — - 
Georgia, state, Columbus........c.ssceeseresersesses seeernees April 23-25 
Colorado, state, Demver .......00sccseeseerssesseeeseeeerensearenes May 6-8 
Illinois, state, Springfield..............:cceeeeeeeeseeeenenenes May 13-15 
West Virginia, state, Graftom..........00sccesceeeseeseesees May 21, 22 
Minnesota, state, Still water...........-.ccseesseersereceenenensees June 3-5 
Dakuta, territorial, Hurom.......c...cceeseceeeeeeeeeeeeneneeeees June 3-5 
New York, state, Os wego.......ccccssesecsssceeeeesenen sneeeeens June 3-5 
Indiana, state, Framklim........ccccceceeceeeseeee cence cenees June 24-26 
Michigan, state, Lomia ...........scccsee ceoeeneee ceseeenee sosens June 24-26 


Indian Territory, “ International,” McAlister Mines, July 9, 10 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


— There were 91 officers and teachers and 752 scholars 
in the Sunday-schools connected with the First Congre- 
gational Church of Oakland, California, as reported 
January 1. The pastor has been in the habit of preach- 
ing five-minute morning sermons to the children every 
Sunday, and the increased church attendance of the 
children encourages him to continue the custom during 
this year. For the present the addresses to the children 
will be upon subjects chosen by parents. 


— Writing to a contributing Sunday-school in the 
East of the work he is being enabled to do through their 
support, a missionary of the American Sunday-school 
Union tells of establishing a Sunday-school in one of 
the newest settlements in Kansas, where the people are 
as yet too poor to assist financially in its support. And 
in another town, so wicked that it for some time bore 
the name of Sodom, he helped a brave little woman, 
who as superintendent of the only Sunday-school in the 
place was fighting the Devil almost single-handed, to 
strengthen and enlarge her work. A growth in popula- 
tion and increased interest in the cause soon made the 
institution of another Sunday-school in that place a 
necessity, and it was established without great difficulty. 


— Ohio is divided into twenty-four Sunday-school 
districts, each of which embraces from two to six coun- 
ties Inthe recently issued Ohio Sunday-school Annual 
for 1883 (which includes the minutes of the twenty- 
fourth convention of the Ohio Sunday-school Union), 
district secretaries are reported in charge of all the dis- 
tricts but two. Nearly every county also has an organi- 
zation, with a president and secretary in charge. In 
the statistical report for the year 1883, the number of 
Sunday-schools in the state is given as 6,629, of which 
4,221 are classified as “ Evergreen” schools, to indicate 
that they continue their sessions through the year with- 
out intermission. The total enrollment of Sunday- 
school officers and teachers and scholars in the state is 
reported as 668,787, with 451,854 as the average attend- 
ance. 


—Probably there never was a Sunday-school which had 
so desirable a location that it was neither troubled by 
the winter’s cold nor the summer’s heat, nor by the 
hundred other causes which ordinarily make havoc with 
Sunday-school attendance. But, after all, there are not 
many Sunday-schools in America which could have the 
same reason to complain as the Sunday-school at Stein- 
bruch, Austria, which sets forth, as the cause of its small 
summer attendance, the fact that on Sunday the places 
of amusement are in full blast, and that these and the 
public musical performances which are given by the 
military bands, draw the children away from the quieter 
exercises of the Sunday-school. But the little Sunday- 
school at Steinbruch, with its attendance of twelve to 
eighteen scholars, is manfully fighting its way in spite 
of Sunday secularization, and is forming a small library 
for its handful of adherents, as an efficient ally in the 
fight against the worldly forces which are so strong in 
its neighborhood. 


—As was perhaps to be expected, the Foreign Sunday- 
school Association meets nowhere with more bitter oppo- 
sition from the priests than in Italy, the home of the 
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Romish faith. A start has nevertheless 
been made in most of the larger places 
of the kingdom. Mr. G. B. De Sanctis 
of Salerno has a Sunday-school in that 
place with thirty-two scholars, and another 
in a neighboring village numbering forty- 
two. Mr. Ruhetti has a school with a 
hundred members at Pisa, and a smaller 
one in Lucca. Another missionary also 
reports a Sunday-school connected with 
his church in the latter place. A new 
correspondent speaks of a school of from 
fifteen to twenty scholars in Genoa, and a 
third of the six hundred members con- 
nected with the military church at Rome 
are also in its Bible and Prayer Union. 
And at Cozenza, Spezia, and elsewhere, 
much good is being accomplished through 
the distribution of Sunday-school papers 
and tracts. At Spezia there is a Sunday- 
school of four hundred scholars, and the 
work is also being prosecuted at Milan, 
Cerona, Leghorn, and many other points, 
from which a full report is not at hand. 





TEMPERANCE. 


—Through the efforts of Mr. 8. Bur- 
rowes, the harbor missionary at the port 
of Naples, a seaman’s temperance league 
has been formed at that place, and it has 
the sympathy of most of the ship captains 
trading from the port. 


—Temperance work occupied a very 
prominent place in the labors of the Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, City Mission, last year. 
Organized opposition to the liquor interest 
has reduced the number of licenses in 
New London County, of which Norwich 
is the second place in point of population, 
from 201 in 1880, to 102 in 1884, and 
something like 100 unlicensed saloons 
have also been closed in the same period. 
This decrease in the liquor traffic has 
been brought about in the face of an in- 
crease in the population of the county of 
four thousand since 1880. The Rev. 
Hugh Montgomery, city missionary of 
Norwich, in his annual report, appeals 
strongly to the voters of that place to 
lend their votes and their influence ina 
further effort to entirely prohibit the liquor 
traffic. This report is printed in ‘“* Gospel 
Temperance,” a paper recently started at 
Norwich in the interest of missionary and 
temperance work, and of which Mr. 
Montgomery is the editor. 





GENERAL. 


— One of the lesser evils resulting from 
the unnatural seclusion forced upon the 
women of India, is their removal from 
all medical advice and treatment. The 
doors of the women’s apartments are closed 
to male physicians, and women doctors 
there are next to none. The need has 
been felt, and is now to be more fully 
supplied than before; for the report is 
received of the laying of the corner-stone 
of a $50,000 Women’s Hospital at Bom- 
bay. It is the outcome'‘of a project for 
introducing trained medical women into 
India, and wiil be named, after the 
wealthy Parsee gentleman who supplies 
funds for its erection, the Cama Hospital. 


—In an open letter to the editors 
of the religious press, the Rev. Dr. 
John Hall, discusses at some length the 
topic of ministerial support. He com- 
pares unfavorably the ease with which 
men are ushered into the ministry with 
the difficulties they experience when their 
ministerial work is fully begun. Salaries, 
hesays, are sometimes ridiculously small,— 
the college-educated pastor in the major- 
ity of cases receiving less than a New 
York postman or policeman; the money 
promised is sometimes paid only after 
distressing delays; gray hairs that come 
early to the faithful, hard-working minis- 
ter are accepted as omens that his minis- 
terial usefulness is about over, and he is 





“retired” without a pension. That the 
disciple of Christ must bear his Master’s 
yoke in his Master’s service, Dr. Hall 
admits; but why the minister should be 
singled out to carry burdens so much 
heavier than his lay-brother bears, he pro- 
fesses his inability to understand. Most 
churches, he intimates, might profitably 
ponder the subject of their relations to 
the pastoral office. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 52,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 5C per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 











HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
IN NERVOUS DISEASES. Dr. Henry, New 
York, says: “In nervous diseases, 1 know of 
no preparation to equal it.” 





ON THE LAST PAGE WILL BE 
found a striking and instructive illustration of 
the comparative worth of the various kinds 
of baking powders in the market. 


ALL HOUSEKEEPERS SHOULD USE 
James Pyle’s Pearline im their washing, 
and save time and labor. It may be used 
without injury to the finest fabric. As a 
cleanser it is unsurpassed. 





CHILDREN OFTEN SICKEN AND 
die in an incredibly short time, giving no 
opportunity for experimenting with different 
remedies. Proper food will in nearly every 
case give sufficient strength to ward off dis- 
ease at this most critical time of life. “ After 
trying quite a number of Infant Foods with 
my own baby, I find Horlick’s Food for In- 
fants does much better than any other.”— 
E. G. Frothingham, Apothecary, Haverhill, 
Mass. Book on treatment of children sent 
free. Horlick’s Food Co., Racine, Wis. 


BEYOND ALL PRECEDENT.—ON 
another page will be found the annual state- 
ment of the Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York. The general public, as well as 
those who are insured, cannot fail to be inter- 
ested in its perusal. The exhibits of institu- 
tions like this which have for their object the 
accumulation and guardianship of funds for 
the support and comfort of widows and 
orphans have become matters of special in- 
terest. Thoughtful men of all classes have 
come to the wise conclusion that it is quite as 
important for them to insure their lives for 
the benefit of their wives and children when 
they are gone, or for their own benefit when 
their years of productive labor are over, as it 
is to insure their houses and merchandise. 
The assets of this colossal company have now 
reached the unprecedented sum of one hun- 
dred millions of dollars. One of the causes of its 
great popularity and success is, doubtless, its 
comparatively low. premium-rate on Life 
Policies ; which is about fifteen per cent. lower 
than that of other companies. The benefi- 
cent work which this Company is accom- 
plishing may be inferred from the fact its 
average payments to its policy holders on 
every business day of the last year, were over 
forty-six thousand dollars. 

A brief extract from the address of Presi- 
dent Winston to the Trustees of the Com- 
pany at their regular monthly meeting, on an- 
nouncing to the Board that the accumulations 
of the Company had reached the sum of one 
hundred millions of dollars, will be of inter- 
est, as showing the growth and strength of 
this great institution, The President said :— 
“Gentlemen: with devout gratitude and sin- 
cere satisfaction, we have the honor of pre- 
senting to you this report, showing the 
present gross assets of the Company, a:mount- 
ing, December 31, 1883, to $101,148,248.25. 
We have reached a grand result never before, 
to our knowledge, attained by any moneyed 
institution, here or elsewhere, The aggre- 
gate capital of all the banks in this city is 
stated to be $63,262,700, and of those in the 





state outside of the city, $45,807,700, making 
a total capital of $109,070,400. It would 
therefore seem that the assets of this Com- 
pany are equal, within leas than eight mill- 
ions of dollars, to the capital of all the banks 
in this state. Commencing with no capital, 
and without experience in life insurance, or 
prestige, to aid us, this result has been achieved 
in the short period of forty years. These assets 
are on a gold basis of valuation, and are believed 
to be worth, in open market, the amount now 
placed upon them. And, thank God, it is a 
clean pile—large as it is. Not a dishonest 
dollar is in it.” ; 

The report of the State Superintendent of 
Insurance to the Legislature of New York 
tallies with this: “In volume of business, in 
extent and value of assets, in solid reputation, 
and in demonstrated security against any 
possible contingency of doubt, it is a matter 
of honorable pride, that this New York insti- 
tution is conceded to rank first among all 
similar institutions in the world. Such has 
been its history for more than a generation of 
time, and such is its proud condition to-day.” 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Hop Piasters are clean, sweet and pleasant to use, 
Fresh Hops combined with Balsamsand Gums. Mure 
povrerful (hao any other porous plasters. 25 cts. 











EDUCATIONAL. 


BANGOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
Full course of ry @ Full corps of teachers. Apply 
to Professor JOHN SEWALL, Bangor, Maine. 


W. J. Academy, Bri n » =. J. 6 acres; lofty 
rooms; kind home; good table, Preparation tor coll 
or business. Paymeut from day of entrance. _> 
terms to clergymen. Prin., Caleb Allen, B A. (En 


ELOCUTION fMtiiSoformetion: sear FREE. 
NATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
1416 and 1418 Chestnut Street, Philadeipbia, Pa. 


WEST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE, 
A Home School for Youn ies and Children, 
Eleventh) year begins Sept. h, at 4035 Chestnut St.. 
West Philadelphia. For clreulare s address the Fria, 
Mas. J. A. BOGARD"S, 














SCHOOL EDITION. 
SCHOOL EDITION. 
SCHOOL EDITION. 


The most recent and reliable 


DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


which includes biography, natural history, geography 

topography, archseology, and literature, in nearly 1,006 

pages, with 12 colored maps, and over 400 Llustrations, 
is that edited by 


PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., LL.D. 


A School Edition is now ready, and will be sent by 
mail to any address on receipt of ouly Two Dollars. 


lnternational Daily Text-Book, 


This little book of 128 pages, bound In Mimpcloth flush, 
and costing only 12 cents, ccotains the Reference for 
Home Keadings for each day in the year,a Daily Text 
for the year, and a Golden Text applicable to each 
Sunday’s Sabbath-schovu! lesson. 

Every Superintendent, Teacher, and Rible-class 
Scholar will tind this little book very Leipful. 


THE SCHOLAR'S HAND-BOOK FOR 1884. 
By Rev. EDWIN W. RICE. 


This handy little Commentary on the International 
funday-school Lessons for 1ss4 coutaining two colored 
maps aid numerous illustrations, black board designs 
of an original and improved character, and full and 
comprehensive notes, explanations, questions aud 
teachings. 

Price, by mail, postpaid, single copy, card -board covers, 
1 cents ; 50 copies, #.00. Bound in boards, 
siugle copy, 15 ceuls; SU copies, 96.00. 


The American 
Sunday-school Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


280B 














Morgan Park Military Academy. 


A Christian family school for boys. Prepares for 
esheaa scientific school, or business. Send Capt. 
ED. N. Al COTT, Principal, Morgan 


Park, Cook Co, Lilinois, tor catalogue. 


wire > C. SHORTLIDGE'S Media Academy, 
Media, Pa., for Young Men and Beys, has jus’ 
added 20 ae rooms. Students admitted and classified 
at any time. _ piis board with the principal. 15 
instructors. Le ge attention to both advanced and 
vack ward pupils. School opens after tne hol Jan. 
3. Fixed price covers every expense, even books, etc. 
ee Cc ng ay A.M.( Harvard Col- 


lege graduate), M open all summer. 
, BOSTON 
SCHOOL oF ORATORY. 


Full course, two years; shorter course, one year. —— 
English and Delsarte pocet of gesture’ light gym 
nastics. Term ins 4. Preparatory Class, 
fitting for second half of the a, year, commences 
January 1. mY aT apply 

R. RAYMO arerget Street, Boston, 


EUROP EDUCATIONAL 


EXCURSIONS 


1884 Combining unequalled adv 
Send for see he Cirevlar, Free. yan omen 
carly. E. TOURJEE, Franklin 'Sq., Bos ton 


JUST WHAT YOU NEED!| 


IN YOUR PRAYER MEETING: 
Gospel Hymns Consolidated, 


Containing the choicest Dev i Songs in the 
lang 400 pages. 




















uage. 
$75 per 100 Copies ; 85 Cts. ea. by Mail. 
EDITION WIPH WORDS ONLY, Bound in Boaris. 
$20 per 100 Copies: 22 Cts. ea. by Mail. 


IN YOUR INFANT OR PRIMARY CLASS: 


Little Pilgrim Songs, Avind'tat 
tiful Songs for the Little Folks. 
$30 per 100 Copies ; 35 Cts. ea. by Mail. 


IN YOUR SINGING CLASS AND DAY SCHOOL: 


Common Sense Music Reader, 
A perfectly graded Instruction Book, with an 
a sapply of Songs for practice and recrea- 
Yr $50 per 100 Copies; 60 Cts. ea. by Mail. 


Sa Specimen Pages and a full Cataivgue of our Pub- 
lications sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 
and all Suuday-school Supplies. 


ws mens of papers and catalogues sent free en 
application. 
un stnut Street, Philadelphia. 

oe Mn a ibis House, New York. 


%e | Select Notes, Cloth, $1.25. 
Peloubet’s Sunday School Ags Wc. a year. 
Intermediate 8. 5. Quart. 20c.a year. 
s ri Pestren 3 8.8. Quarterly. iéc. a year. 
eries. Teachers’ Ed. of each Quar. 10c. each, 
Peb. by W. A. W 4 Ca., % Bromieid S., 





























(6245/2521 TH 
PERFORATED LIBRARY NUMBERS 


Printed consecutively on zummed paper and sold in 

even hundreds, viz.: Size ’ per 100, 20c. ; Size “* 252,” 

per 100, 10c.; ** 6245," per 100, 8c. 
Letters size “ B,”’ 2 alfabets, 5e.; ** H,” 4 alfabets, 5c. 
Send for full list and free samples 


P. F. VAN EVEREN, 116 Nassau St., N. Y. 




















Try-vit ae ‘Recitations:! 
NOW READY. 
“This number is uniform 


\ > with the Series, and con- 


fetes cont cnatuer awate> ed Dee- 


os Senttenaa tee @vatery, my b Athos, amor, 
Fran. Price, 30ets., mailed free. Sold by ksellers. 
Every boy ‘who soars pieces, every member of a 
Lyceum who wants Some ew to recite, 
should the whole set. Club rates and full list 
mte free. Philadelphia, & CO., 7 


adelphia, Pa. 
THEOLOGICAL OOK STORE 


Arch Street 
a A ADEL om 
END FOR CATALOGUE. 





he moatee Biackboard, ange engran ica fi letters, 
Tre and tbe S. S. Artist, « so eret engravi e* each 
lesson. Sample free. FR [18 BOD! we 4 
Cor. Thirteeutb and Market Sts,, Phtlade weg Pa 


ief-Justice Waite. “Such standard works as 
Chiet & Wagvalis (10 and I2 Dey St, Y.,) propose 
in ae Standard Library will be productive of good.’ 


OR ALL SUNDA Y-SCHOOL SUPPLIES address 
American Bapeing Publication Sociery, 
b Philadeiphia, Boston, New York, Chicago, or St. Louis. 


ee ee . Funds for r, Sam 
How to Collect oie em G60 de 
& WOGLOM, 122 Nassau Street, New York. 
r RAR Y’S OLD BOOK STORE, Ninth and 
a Market Streets, Philadelphia. 


ORDER The Scholars’ Quarterly and The Little 
Folks’ Quarterly of Howard Gannett & Co. 


JRESRYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICA- 
TLON, 1331— BOOK S—Chestnut Street. 


tHE BEST SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
T Send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S List. 


CRUDEN’S 
COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


To the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, or a Dictionary and Alphabetical index 
to the Bible, by which any verse in the Bible may be 
readily found by looking for any material word in the 
verse. 

A new edition thoroughly revised, nearly 900 
pages, printed on fine paper and substantially bound. 
Royal 8vo, cloth. This is the geneine and entire 
edition of Cruden’s great work. Nextto Dr. Young’s 
more recent work mentioned above, Cruden’s is the 
best. One of these should be possessed by every 
English-speaking Protestant family in the world. 
Sent to any part of the United States, post-paid, on 

receipt of $1.75. 


Enterprise Purchasing Agency, 
SO2 Chestuut St., Philadelphia. 




















In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
auything advertised in this paper, you will oblige the 
publisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that yow 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday Sciooi Times, 
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Concert Exercises. 


The following Scriptural Concert Exercises, 
having first appeared in The Sunday School 
Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
for the convenience of schools which may de- 
sire to use them : 

GOD’S GIFTS. 
TEMPERANCE. 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
THE RESURRECTION. 
“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 
THE GIFT BY GRACE. 
CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL. 
THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 
THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD. 
THE WONDERFUL. 
THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING 
A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 
WHY AM I NOT A CHRISTIAN? 
BIBLE SACRIFICES. 
BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 
CONSECRATION. 
PRAYER. 
FAITH. 
TRUST. 
HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 
PRAISE GOD. 
THE BEATITUDES. 
THE CREATION. 
THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 
THE WAY OF LIFE. 
A PATRIOTIC SERVICE. 
Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 


extra charge for postage. Samples, 5 cents 
each. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. Pa, 


Favorite Illustrated Dictionary, 


Containing over 32,000 Words and Phrases. 
Illustrated with 670 Engravings. A full list of 
Abbreviations with explanations. ‘This valuable book 
also contains a great number of Foreign words and 
— alphabetically arranged, with English trans- 
lations, and the French gives ee Ss spelled phoneti- 
320 pages, gy bound in cloth. Sent, 
post-paid, for 26 c¢ 'wo-cent stamps taken. 
ENTERPRISE PURCHASING AGENCY, 
‘3 | Ses Chestnut St., | Philadelphia. 


The Bible and its Study ; 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTEL- 
LIGENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 














The general interest in the series of articles 
on the Bible and its study, contributed by em- 
inent European and American writers to the 
issue of The Sunday School Times for Decem- 
ber 13, 1879, led to their reissue in a form con- 
venient for handy use, and yet neat enough for 
permanent preservation. All the articles hav- 
Ing a bearing upon tne general theme of the 
best methods of using the Bible itself and the 
various helps to its right understanding, have 
been collected under the title of The Bible and 
its Study, and are published in a 96 page pam- 
phlet. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 


* When such writers as Dr. Barnas Sears, Professors 
Austin Phelps, M. B. Riddle, Phillip nened, a 
Geor, e Rawlinson, Bishop C. J. Ellicott, and 
M. 10mson, BE. de Pressense, and Howard Crosby, 
combine their ideas about the intelligent use of the 
Bible, the result cannot but be exceedingly valuable. 
The Bible and Its Study is a little pamphiet, reprinted 
from the columns of The Sunday School Times, con- 
taining a series of short articles by these and other 
eminent persons. Its chapters are varied in topic, 
covering well the subject, are practical, and are 
adapted admirably to meet a general and real need. If 
we Were a pastor again, we would put a copy into the 
hands of every member of our church, and every 





scholar old enough to understand it in our Sunday- 
School, if we had to doso at our own expense.— 
Congr egationalist, Boston. 

“The publisher of The Sunday School Times has per- 
formed a really valuable service to the Christian pub- | 
lic in putting torth in handy volume form the series of 
pooess Ns in the Times near the beginning “ 

he year. isa convenient little pamphiet of 

one tt pages, suitable to carry in the eens 
ket. It comprises thirteen short papers by some 

of the most eminent of practical writers.”— The Daily 

Journal, Syracuse, N. Y. 

“A very valuable little volume, worthy to be care- 
fully read and studied. It contains in small compass 
a mass of valuable hints, and we can cordially recom- 
mend it to both teachers and preachers. Any book 

that gives us better understanding of Holy Scriptures, 
will be welcomed by those who know the valuegof the 
— of God.”—The Christian Journal, Toronto, Can- 
ada. 


“ These subjects are all discussed by the most learned 
Protestants of the times, and furnish, in asmali com- 
pass,a large amount of valuable reading matter. 
American Christian Review, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

‘This little volume will be specially useful to Sun- 
day-school teachers, and must afford them consider- 
able assistance in interpre ting and understanding 
Scripture.”— The Gospel Banner, Augusta, Maine. 

“It is an excellent work to place in the hand of 
every teacher of the Holy Record.’’—Zion’'s Herald, 
Boston, Mass. 

“Bible students will do well to procure a copy.” 
The Central Christian Advocate, St. Louis, Mo. 

“4 valuable help to the intelligent use of the Bible.” 

—The Morning Star, Dover, N. H. 

“Very valuable to the Bible student.” 
Advocate, Richmond, Va. 

“A valuable little boek.” 


— The Christian 
—The Advance, Chicago, IU. 


Sent by mail, prepaid, on ‘reeeipt of _— 


Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 1 
centseach. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








STATEMENT 


OF 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 3 


F. S. WINSTON, President. 


For the year ending December 31, 1883. 


ASSETS, - * + - . - : - - $101,148,248.25 








Annuity Account. 


| ANN. Pay’Ts. 


ANN. PAY" Ts. 


No. No 
Annuities in force, Jan. Ist, 18§3... 55 Annuities in force, Jan, Ist, 1834. 61 


















$19,200 91 | $23, 134 31 

Premium Annuities 3,712 44 Premium Annuities sactnee 3,674 96 
Annuities Issued... 7 4,433 40 || Annuities Terminated... 1 537 48 
62 | 927,346 75 . = 62 | $27,346 75 


Insurance Account. 



































AMOUNT. | Amount. 
Policies in force, Jan. ist, 1883.. 100i $329,554,174 || Policies in force, Jan. Ist, 1884, xe $342,946,032 
Risks AssumMed..............cccceceseeee 11,531) 37,810,597 Risks Terminated.................... 6,755) 24,418,739 
117,745} $367 364,771 | 117,745 $67,364,771 
Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 
To Balance from last account.................... 2,986 By paid Death Claims $5,095,795 00 
* Premiums received............ccccccccserseeee 13,457,928 44 Matured Endowmeuts... 2,866, 261 73 
Laterest and Rents. uy Total claims— 
962,056 73 
> a = EE Adouh-nvendegviabananteinneiecse 27,661 38 
* CY RE ainitetin, divnaibwe en) cotinine 3,138,491 69 
‘ “ Surrendered Policies and Ad- 
I acaivncsivh deaths tlbcbonnbtncencectens 2,831,150 71 
Total — | eatraccmnel — 
$13,959 ,3¢ 
+ a Cupialiciean, iota of cur- 
rent and extngennmnens of 
future)... 886,126 90 
= oa Premium charged off on ‘Secu- 
- rities Purchased AT2 22 
A * 2 ae and Assessments We 226,057 69 
- cs De atte sdsnsnnes sitabcaisabe 834,752 79 
J be = ~ to New Account. 94,5 972,108 86 86 
_ $111, 283,878 97 || $111, 283,878 97 
Balance Sheet. Cr. 





To eoearve at four per cent.. 





.. $95,571 877 o | By - Secured by Mortgages on Real 
State 








aims by death not yet due. 903,635 00 || $46,303,472 34 
“ Freebase said in advance 22794 35 25,279,040 00 
“ Agents’ aNces ............ 8,479 56 15,087,910 00 
“ Surplus and Contingen 8,633,971 89 
) ENC . _ 4,636,462 34 “ Cash in n Banik and Trust © ompanies 
i | EE desictgnatctninendepevines eusunns-pietse 3,403,249 63 
“ Tnterest a ew Lpist bdbosen sdadbelbicoabasontaihil 1,310,588 23 
| “ Premiums deferred, quarterly and 
I clin ering scdibcenaz etl vintnanchcctamn 1,039,229 68 
So. e —— ~ transit, principally for 
aie Sc sectinnesdy. cache soctimpabtcessseesapns 140,786 48 








$101 ,148,248 25 $101,148,248 25 








NOTE.—If the New York Standard of four and a half per cent. interest be used, the Sur- 
plus is over $12,000,000. 


From the Surplus, as appears in the Balance Sheet, a dividend will be apportioned to each 
participating Policy which shall be in force at its anniversary in 1884. 


THE PREMIUM RATES CHARGED FOR INSURANCE IN THIS COMPANY WERE REDUCED IN 
1879 ABOUT 15 PER CENT. ON ORDINARY LIFE POLICIES. 


OIE oink ivrecasitibions sdckbhentnsnkioetiag inthisis inkdesaadongsondeon@ilveasa dhinsmanenebieninatinenbanedihenn $101,148,248 25 
New York, January 18, 1884. 





* 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 


FREDERICK 8S. WINSTON, rey A. McCurpy, 
SAMUEL E. SPROULILS, JaAMEs C. HOLDEN, 

| Lucrus ROBINSON, HERMANN C., VON Post, 
SAMUEL D. BABCOCK, GEORGE C. RICHARDSON, 
HENRY A. SMYTHE, ALEXANDER H. Rice, 
GEORGE 8. Cok, Wit.uraM F. Bascock, 
Joun E. DEVELIN, F, RATCHFORD STARR, 
SEYMOUR L. HUSTED, FREDERICK H. CossitTT, 
OLIVER H, PALMER, LEwIs May, 


| OLIVER FLARRIMAN, 
THOMAS DICKSON, 

| HENRY Ww. SMITH, 
JouHN H. SHER WOop, 
GEORGE H. ANDREWS, 
ROBERT OLYPHANT, 
GroRGE F, BAKER, 

| Bend. B. SHERMAN, 

| Jos. THOMPSON, 


DUDLEY OxcoTrT, 
ANSON STAGER, 
FREDERIC C ROMWELL, 
JULIEN T. DAVIxEs, 
ROBERT SEWELL, 

M. BAYARD CUTTING, 
S. VAN RENSs’R CRUGER, 
CHARLES R. HENDERSON, 
GEORGE BLISss. 








BATES & LAMBERT, General Agents, 
MUTUAL LIFE BUILDING, 


_GHESTNUT ANE AND TENTH STS., PHILADELPHIA. 














THE UNION TRUST co., 

611 and 613 Chestmat Street, 
SAVE ONE-HALF FNSUILANG be AQOIDENT 
Member of the Unite es Mutasl Accident 
3:20 and 3:22 Broapway, New York, 


R SALE—A 50 Baio RE FARM, well fruited, 
Has ate buildings; 
without rod stath nine ac acres 0: 


fs Another, 3,000. 
ne fruit, 
Four railroad stations within two mh 
DANIEL DUROE, Landisville, . J. 
‘HK TRAVELERS, of Hartford, Conn., issued 2,100 Life 
P wey and over Liv,vuo Accident’ Policies in lss3 





Associati eK 


$1,154 6.32 we pela out_in 1883 in Cash Benesits 
to the ah Holders of The Traveler's 5 s = and 
Accident nsurance ae Hartford, Conn. 








Ov. Rich 


LAN D LO ANS netting investors § per 


cent. Principal and in- 

r guarantee uaranty based on capital or 

$75,000. Refer to any commercial agency. Send for 
circulars, Texas Loan Agence y, Corsicana, Texas, 


PER CENT. NET TO INVESTORS. 


The undersigned will negotiate loans for you, se- 

cured by mortgage on first-class real estate in Min- 

neapolis or Hennepin County, Minnesota, worth 
three times the amount of the loan, and guaranteed to 
net you 8 per cent. Satisfaction guaraniveu, bourtveen 
years in business a” this c ws ‘irst-class reierences, 
Send for circular. S. H. BAKER, Lean Agent, 
101 Central Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


oney LOANED 


pant *. hy Pen. By yy" an 
80 as to vet lender 


‘PER AN UM, ts {-2 « pay’ = 
nuall change. 
serva we valuations. eee 4 
et, 14 years successful expe. 

ace. _—— - ay ——— 


COCHRAN & NEWPORT, St, Paul, i, Minn, 
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ORTGAGES 


the Kansas-Missouri 
Loan & Trust Co. 
WYANDO TE, KANSAS, 


ae CAPITAL, $75,000.-¢% 
brea the most Aesiva: le loans, se 
aime in 


or Trust on Ime 
mm Kansas and Western 
Riiseours peinaip 
expense 





a 
Ereve 
ety and satisfaction. 

mitted without 


and re! 
investors. Extensive geiene. jams 


pervert — anit teenie Bon value meee prope 
dw constantly on hand. 


We refer to any of 
the following: North. 
Bane of ankers,or 

ss Ay 
Kansas 


Armour Bros. Banki domes Commerce, 
Bank of Kansas City. _* Cie National Bank 
Kansas Cit | he & ene, S County . 


Pres. Con 
Gt. i SAA Writ dr of — 
ity aed oa be Phila. : 


Apow 
Kelier, Leave BS SP zt 
eller, Leavenworth cot, A 
»» Chancellor U ee  — 


‘GOOD 
SENSE 


» Corset is the BEST 
for HEALTH, 
COMFO 
‘WEAR, and FIN: 
Ish. « ne or But 
tons as preferred. By 
mail @@. Ask vour 
merchant for them, 
also for 
FERRIS’ PATENT 
CORDED WalIsts, 
“The Gem," short, medi. 
um, long. 
“Baby ,’’ for infante. 
“X,’’ for children, 
“Xx, " for misses, 
“Xxx. Mpeg mag 
“XXXxX," rfine, las 
dies’. fold by leading 
dealers. Send for De- 
scriptive Circular 


FERRIS BROS., Mfrs. 
81 White St., New-York, 


The New Revision and its Study. 


Soon after the appearance of the Revised 
New Testament in this country, The Sunday 
School Times secured from prominent Ameri- 
ean members of the Revision Committee, a 
series of articles bearing upon the changes 
made and the reasons for makingthem. Some 
of the foremost scholars of the country have 
pronounced these articles superior to anything 
that has been printed elsew crm in regard to 
the New Revision. 

For the convenience of those who desired to 


Lawrence, Kan 





























In wales siets or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this paper 


me will oblige the 


lisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that yeu saw the advertise- 
ment in The 


School Times. 


preserve them, the articles have been put to- 
gether in an attractive paper cover book of 107 
| pages, and will besent by mail to any one remit- 
ting the price. 


Price, mail, prepaid, 20 cents; five or more 
copies, 15 cents each. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


725 Chestnut St., Philedelphia, Pa 
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’ 
PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Tim! TIMES. Published “dey 
at the followin 
From | to 4co 

* 6 to 9 copies 
“  Wto somes... 
* 20 copies or over 

Three or six months at the same yroportionate rate, 
To the person forming aciub of either grade, at these 
regular rates, one adsilional copy free. 

The papers for a club will be sent either to the indl- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. The papers for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mail matter from one 
Reae-cEnce, and others in the same school get exe 
rom another, the papers will be sent according 
Different schools are not to unite in the formin A 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with tho club as a ny 4 ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 

or. 

The papers for a club, whether going in a package to 
one address, or sent separately to the menbers of the 


club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
BC ription. 


The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows up to what date the pay r has been 
paidjor. If the publisher does not by that date receive 
a request from the subscriber that the paper be discon- 
tinued, he will continue to send tt. The paper wiil, 
however, be stopped at any time thereaster, if the sub- 
scriber so desires, and remita the amount due for the 
time that he has received it. The papers for actub will 

stopped at once on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal Jor the same is received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, bat also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 


Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other 
son than the one who sent the previous subscriptio 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
fe eh okra a 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.—By a new plan, 
the smaller schools, which, on account of ide | but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school is less than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied by a statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the Club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not mean that every 
teacher must actually be a subscriber, but that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
fullnumber ofteachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any namber & of comes in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
Same rate. Trachers belonging to the same household 
may be counfed as ONE in making such a statement of 
the number of teachers in aschool. For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

An extracopy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club ov this plan “ for the sinaller schools.” 

Enough copies of any one issuc of the paper, to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
free upon application. 

Ifa more thorough examination of the paper ts de- 
sired than can be had through receiving specimen 
copies of asingle issue, the publisher will send (in a 
packago to one address) any number Of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 

r copy. Ten copies, for ‘Instance, would thus cost 
eighty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Pogtter and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E. C., will send The American Sunday School 
Times, pos “ Tree, for a year, to any address in Great 
Britain, = ten shillings prepaid, The paper will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOHN ha WATTLES, Publisher, 
25 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


——ADVER’ TISING RATES 
For the Papers of the PENNSYLVANIA 
RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION. 


Tn announcing the adv ertising charges for the Phila- 
deiphia Religious Weeklies, it has seemed wise to pre- 
sent to the advertiser two ac ‘ales of rates, and give him 
the option of using the one which offers the desired 
amount of advertising for the least money. The Time 
Discounts give the greater advantage for sma!l adver- 
tisements covering a long time, while advertisers 
using a large amount of space get the lowest possible 
rates by availing themselves of the Amount Discounts, 


ADVERTISING RATES (PER AGATE LINE). 


The Siunday School Times............cesecccceecsceeeeeenserenees 60c. 
The Presbyterian. ............ ‘ « le. 
The Lutheran sas vor * 

The National Baptis 
The Christian } Standard and Home 
The Ipiscopal Register............... 
















The Episcopal Recorde 8e, 
The Messenger................ 8e, 
The Christian Instructor.. 8c, 
The Christian Statesman.. 6c, 
The Christian Recorder.. 6c. 
ee EBITD vsvcns chccenhecedbidabeievbicdsvecnancsecesemetione 6c, 


pipet Notices set voltd, double the price of dis- 


Bantnece Notices set in leaded Brevier, per 
counted line, three times t the price of display. 


TIME DISCOUNTS. 


On Orders baad | tnaeryons. 3 per cent. Discount. 
rm 3 “ 45 “ 
“ 13 “ * 20 “ “ 
. bd “ € 3 “ “ 
“ 2 “ ” 30 “ “ 
6 “ .. 3 “ “ 
3 ‘ 40 ‘ “ 
‘ 30 “ at ‘ ‘ 
52 “ 50 ‘ “ 





When two or more papers are used, under the Time 
Discounts, the advertiser is entitled to a discount of 
one per cent, for each paper after the first—for in- 
stance, if an order includes alx papers,an advertiser 
is entiiled toa discount of five per cent. from the 
total cost price, in accordance with above schedule, 
This does not apply to the amount discounts. 


AMOUNT DISCOUNTS. 
On Ordersamounting to$ 50..... . 4 per cent. Discount. 
te rr 10. “ “ 


“ “ ee 20 “ “ 
“ “ 300 _ % “ “ 
” ¥ 490....... ” “ 
a be 500....... 3% ts - 
‘ “ T50....... 40 “ “ 
a . 1,000........ 45 * be 
. “ 1,500....... 50 ~s e 
my “ 2,000........ 58 “ “ 


Addreas al] commu nications to 
PENNA. RELIGIOUS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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FLOWER SEEDS 
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Collection by Mail, postpaid, to any address for 


FOR ONE QOLLAR 


luscious peas; 
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All full-sized 
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ness oF Saaetty is in the outside ee 4 a of Aye skin. Without 
oe gan A ec. per eed & pkts. 


HAMMOTH IRONCLAD AT l 


Aa the fntrodncers of the now celebrated 
Cuban Queen, we briug before the public for the 
first time, au entirely distinct a. d most valuable 
Watermelon. EE’S MAMMOTH 
IRONCL Ea Bes ouch opite -d poluts of supe- 
riority that it will speedily become a popular 
favorite with all lovers travof tne n.elons, while 
for market it is unequaled. The shape is the 
most perfect; skin haudsomely striped; flesh 
beautiful, dainty red, miore crystalline than 
any other melon; most delicious, rich sugary 
flavor; flesh never mealy, always firm, remark- 
ably solid. Burpee’s Mammoth Ironclad grows 
uniformly to a larger size than any other vari- 
ety known Under ordinary cultivation we 
have had hundreds of melons weighing from 60 
to hes each, and the entire crop averaged 60 
le. Vigorous growth, matures early, and is 
the most productive variety known. Tlre melons 

aoe oo of a man peso ue bareting. by hard- 
t exception th ty 
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ES new and choice Seeds, -as named above, amount to @2.75 ACTUAL VALUF. 
but we will mail the entire collection for ONLY ONE DOLLAR. This is certainly the greatest offer ever made 
packeta, with illustrations and full directions for culture printed on 
each. Weare ORIGINATORS and not imitators of this plan of placing a ate coilection of the best Gar- 
den Seeds before the pH oh af ee 1. half usual price, HUR PE 

every respect, few 
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ONL ¥ 50 CENTS. IN STA 
We will send above splendid collection of 15 varieties, and ALSO 
of the followiag: Cunudian 
tra Sweet Corn, sweetest of all; Telegra) 
Peerless White Spine Cucum 
; Burpee’ ‘« Superior Large Flat Dutch Cabbage, standard; New No. 2 Cabbage, splendid sec: nd- 
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pe +1 ausurpassed for summer ; 
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Gem 


aa Melon, sweet as honey, and a gem in- 
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aph S Pecn. immense 8, full of large, 
Imperial Dwarf Large ibbed Celery, 
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ug beauty, enormous size. pleasant flavor; Gelden 


» long white; Spinach, new thick-leaved round, and Bur- 


E'S 8E re warranted first-class in 
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Mere poy open to all. 
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See our Catalogue for particulars. Show this 
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R EAS collection (in all }& pkts.), mailed for $1.00. 
we will send free a copy of BURPEE’S 

es, bendnete of illustrations, with 3 su 

ublished. RPEER’S ABRIDGED 


EE’s WE Pytt- will be mailed FREE 
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ATLEE BUR & 0 PHILADELPHIA. PA. Warehouses, No. 475 
a 4 477 N. Gth St., & 476 and 478 York Ave. 
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DRETHS':SeeD CATALOGUE 


CARDENERS’ COMPANION. ” 


my seed w 
JAMES J). H. GREGORY, Seed Grower, Marbichead, Mass. 


My Vegetable and Flower Seed Catalogue for 
1884, the result of thirty — experience as @ 
Seed Grower, will be sent e to all who apply. 
All my Seed is warranted to be fresh and true to 
name, so far that should it prove otherwise,! agreo 
te refill orders gratis. My collection of vegetable 
Seed, one of the most extensive to be found in any 
American Catalogue, is a la arge pert of it of my 
own growing. As the original introducer of 
Ecli eet, Burbank Potatees, Marbichead 

7 oom the Hubbard Squash, and _ scores of 


Ea 
other new Vegetab les, L invite the patronage of the pub- 


e ens and on the farma of those who plant 
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egant Book of 150 Pages 
% Colored Plates of FLOWERS and 
Vegetables, and more than 
tions of the cheicest Flowers, Plants and 
and Directions for 
Growing. It is hauhdsome enough for the 
fable or a Holiday 
Send on your name and Pustoffice address, 
with 10 cents, and we will send you acopy, 
pom -paid, This is nota ee of its cost, 
t ish and German, 
If you afterwards order seeds deduct the 
SEEDS ARE THE BEST 
ORLD. The Frorat Guipe will 
tell how to get and grow 
VICK’S Illustrated Monthly 
32 Pages, a Colored Plate in - number 
and many fine Engravings. Price $1.25 a 
Five Copies for $5. Specimen num- 
rs sent for 10 cents; 3 trial copies 25 cts, 
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1000 Illustra- 
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Magazine, 






Invaluable to 


_D.M. PERRY &C Mt 


BY are t 


led 
ist for the t 





ie th hay mned Best Co 
and . Bs - 


RO. Geodamnce.¥ 


Senate a it i 


Over Lance GARDE» 
wide describing Cole 2 
& obhe Seeds is Mall 
We offer the pat Tas 


Corn and 
~\; Vegetable, 


vihing CLE t Swi | 


CANDRETH & SONS, Seed Growers, Lock Box,Phila,Pa. __ 
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Llarge Greenhouses. 


THE HE STORRS ’& HARRISON CO. 


ESVILLE. LAKE COUNTY, OHIO 


THE DitGen. & CONAKD CO’S 
IFUL RVER-SLOOMING 
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Shctslicedamdtnest 
US ELL vast uable Raspberry, 
HA rves Block Berry: 
‘Atlantic and 5 Bo 
Rtrawberrics3 send for de tails. 
The largest and best stock of 
LL F 


SMA FRUITS 

im the United States, including all 

valuable varieties, new and old. 

Richly Mlustrated catalogue, telling 

W what to plant, how to plant, and how 

to get and grow Frult Trees and 

Planta, filled with useful information 
on frvit culture, free. Address, 

LOVETT, Little Silver, New Jersey. 
To twaducer rubbed uthbert Raspberry and Manchester Strawberry. 


WM. H. SMITH, Seedsman, 
(Late of the firm of HENRY A. DREER,) 
WAREHOUSE, 1018 MARKET ST., 
PHLL ADEL PHIA, PA. 

Smith’s Seed Catalogue for 1884, containing all the 
best leading varieties of freshand reliable Flower, 


































WORTH REPEATING. 


a 


MAJOR AND MINOR. 
[By the Hon. George William Curtis.] 
A bird sang sweet and strong 
In the top 0 f the highest tree ; 
He sang—‘“I pour out my soul in song 
For the Summer that soon shall be.” 


But deep in the shady wood 
Another bird sang—‘“ I pour 
My soul on the solemn solitude 
For the ee that return no more.” 


THE PULPIT’S VIEW OF THE 
CHOIR. 


[Dr. Charles 8S. Robinson in The February Century. ] 


It was thought to be sufficient interest 
to the public to be stated in the reports of 
the meeting of the American Board at 
Detroit, last autumn, that at the beginning 
of the first service the hymn, “ Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come,” was sung “ as 
usual.” Of course, most of us understand 
that the tune always employed is “ Anti- 
och.” It is worth theinquiry, asa curious 
little speculation, whether the third verse 
was produced with the reduplication of 
those expressive syllables “‘ Far as,” ac- 
cording to the music requirement, “‘ Far 
as the curse is found, Far as the curse is 
found, Far a-as—Far a-a-as the curse is 
found ;” and also whether the fourth verse 
is still loaded with the singular division 
which makes the people say: ‘‘ And won- 
ders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
And wo-on—And wo-o-on-ders of his love.” 
That is the way it used to be in monthly 
concert. 

It is difficult to conduct a sober discus- 
sion on the special point to which I have 
long been wanting to draw attention, as 
one of thesinging multitude, withoutseem- 


| ing to bein fun instead of in dead earnest. 
| The simple statement of our embarrass- 





| of my soul.” 





Vegetable, and Field Seeds, | also Implements | 


| one Garden Requisites, sent free to all applicants. 
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Vataloguefree. J.T. A eT 


SEEDS! PLANTS 


AINSWORTSH, low. 





ment makes people laugh. Now above is 
the example: I want to insist modestly 
that even the authority of Lowell Mason 
is not enough ic fasten on the churches 
such an awkwardness as-this, which is 
plain the moment it is mentioned ; though 
| it looks like a joke to show it up. Lately 
the attempt has been made to slur over 
the whole strain, and that is certainly an 
improvement. But one must be pardoned 
if in candor he asks wiether a hymn shall 
be travestied forever in order to carry 
out what a composer calls his “ musical 
thought.” 

Such a question is far-reaching in prin- 
ciple. Which is it that singing is to fol- 
low, the words or the tune? What is the 
real purpose of the American Board, or of 
any oneofourchurches, in theactofsinging 
in divineservices? Is ittorendera “ musi- 
cal thought” adequately, or to give a 
poeticsentiment fitting expression? Take 
another case: Once when I was preach- 
ing in a church beside the Hudson River, 
in “May, the busiest month of the fishing 
season, I gave out the hymn, “ Jesus, lover 
The leader set it to a tune 
which, for the sake of some m:an’s “ musi- 
cal thought,” repeated half of the final 
line. When I heard the first verse, I 
shrank with consternation in frightful 
prospect of the second ; for the movement 
ran thus: “Oh, receive—Oh, receive— 
Oh, receive my soul at last.” That did 
no harm, it was simply unnecessary. — 
the next was awful. When I repeat it, 
will be supposed a joke, although I am 
writing in sad earnest of a fact which 
almost destroyed my service : “ Cover my 
defenceless head—With the shad—with 
the shad—with the shad-ow of thy wing.” 
The whole congregation stirred with irre- 
pressible laughter. .. . 

In our travels, some of us have seen the 
old organ in a remote village in Germany 
on the case of which are carved in the rug- 
gedness of Teutonic characters three mot- 
toes: if they could be rendered from their 
terse poetry into English they would do 
valiant service in our times for all the 
singers and players together. Across 
the top of the key-board is this: “Thou 
playest here not for thyself, thou playest 
for the congregation; so the playing 
should elevate the heart, should besimple, 
earnest, and pure.” Across above the 
right-hand row of stops is this: “The 
organ-tone must ever be adapted to the 
subject of the song; it is for thee, there- 
fore, to read the hymn entirely through so 
as to catch its true spirit.” Across above 
the left-hand stops is this: “In order 
that thy playing shall not bring the sing- 
ing into confusion, it is becoming that 
thou listen sometimes, and as thou hearest 
thou wilt be likelier to play as Ged’s peo- 


ple sing.” 
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CHURCH FURNITURE. 


This set, 4 pieces complete, $75. Photographs of our 
fall line seni by mail, free, if applied for. 


PAINE’S FURNITURE CO., 


48 CANAL ST., BosTon, Mass., U. 8. A. 
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SHAW, APPLIN & cO., 
Parlor, Church and Lodge Furniture 


27 Sudbury Street, Boston, 1s:. 









Catalogues sent. 
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Sunda y-School |1 
BANNERS (735. 





to J. & R. LAMB, 59, C8 Car 
mine St., Rew “York; for circular, free, b 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Bel\s of Pure Copper and Tin tre Chegreben 
hools, Fire een LLY 
WARKANTED. Catalogue sent Rong 


VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati. O. 
MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 


Favorably known to L—d mblic since 
1826. Church,Chapel,8choo!,Fire Alarm 
and other bells; also Chimes and Peala 


WENEELY & C6.. WEST TROY. ¥. Y. 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


Manufacture those celebrated Bells 
and Chimes for Churches, Tower 
Clocks, &c.. &c. ices and cata- 
me x sent free. Address 

. MCSHANE & Co., Maltimere, Ma. 































An4 Stereopticons, all prices. Views illustrating senyanpen 
for public exhibition, on. A YROPITABLE BUSINESS FOR 4 MAN W’ 
SMALL CariTaL. Also, magic lanterns for home amusement. Tis 

age illustrated catalogue Fre. Me. Manufactur- 
foe Optician, No. : No. 49 N St. New York. 


MAGIC LANCRRS SSR 


TO B. C. SWAN, 244 8S. 2d. ST.,P hila, 
O ifor information regarding Church Furniture. 


Send for Catalogue. A.J. Weide- 
Church Church Lamps. ; ner, 36 South Second St., Phila, 































q Hayward’ scommunion wine, “‘unfermented. Pri 
\redtced 


Add dress J. . Havward, Ashby. Mass. 





T.B.Hagstoz & Co, 


. [Successors to Morean & Huapty.] 
Pe dea OF 


DIAMONDS, 


AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 
JEWELRY and WATCHES, 
MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE BUILDING, 
Tenth and Chestnut Streets, 


Emmy rl nase Pa. 


JaMES BURDICK. 
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AKEY THAT AND NOT 
WiLL Ww ANY WATOH EAR OUT. 


SCLD: by dex yis By mail, 26c. ferentone 


Wk ©CO.,38 Dey 8t.. N. % 















oy he 


Of the latest yo most t beentifal designs, and al! other Slate and 

Seanstone Work on hand or made to order. JOS. 8 MILL 

& BRO.. Manufacturers. Office and salesroom, 1210 Ridge 

Avenue. Factory, 1211 and 1213 Spring Garden Street, Phil’a, 
Send for Iliustrated Catalogue and Price List. 


SAMPLES fios.cmas nines 


, Use Esterbrook’s Steel Pens, 









EVERY S.S.SUPERINTEN DENT 
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name andaddress 


wearer 


PROVIDENCE, Af, 
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Offices, Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. 
gant designs. Send size of room. iE FEIN Ee" ‘a. A liberal disco 


the Most Pow 
for Churches, Stores, i. ~~ 


New and ele- 


Pearl Street, 





We will guarantee the “ LOVELI*? WASHER to do better 
work and do it easicr and in less time than ary cther machine 
main the world. Warranted five years, and if it don’t wash the 


clothes clean, without rubbing, we will refund the money. 


ACENTS WANTED Wecsk snow 


PROOF that Agents are making from $75 to $150 per 
: month. Farmers make $200 to $500 during the winter. La- 
— o have great success selling Sar Washer. Retail priceonly 
= 3. 
brated KEYSTONE W RINGERS at manufacturers*® 
lowest price. We I. 4 oe. — psa pte Send 
your address on a postal 


LOVELL WASHER ‘CO., ERIE, ERIE, PA. 


Sample to those desiring anagency $2. Also the Cele- 





A BOOM IN CANVASSING. TERMS 

Wi FREK, James H. Earve,Boston. 
GENTS WANTED for the Robbins Washer. Ex- 
cellent pay. Bissell M’fg Co., 20 Vesey St., N. Y. 


GENTS WANTED. Piymourn Lap inom 
T. E. CHASE & Co., 126 Water St., Boston, Mass, 


Re OOK Agents Wanted. American Publishing Co. 





Hartford, Chicago, Cincinnati, or St. Louis. 
iT PAY to sell our Rubber P: rinting Stamps. Sam 
ples free. J. M. Mitten & Co., Cleveland, 0. 


TT. great J. F. & B. Commentary is sold by 8.8 
Scranton & Co., Hartford, Conn. Agents wanted. 


WANTED Wen tence As ent rN 








selling Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices reduced 
83 per cent. NATIONAL PUBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. 


ACRE WANTED to canvass “The Little Giant 
Light Increaser,” an artiele of real merit. 
Send for circular. ALTA MF’a Co. 








, Boston, Mass. 


WANTED $ or LOsuccessful Book Agents too 
as General Agents & train others. $ 00 
to $2,500 a year. HUBBARD BROB,, Pubs., Pen 


porate 


. GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fastest- | 


FOOD 


jet FLOUR 


(THE ENTIRE WHEAT.) 
The most nutritious and cheapest Flour 
known. The best food for all, in health or sickness. 
Best diet in the world for 


Dyspeptics and invalids. 
Testimonials from the most eminent Physicians in 


ALL PARTS OF THE U. S. 
Makes the most atable bread. Its value as a food 
for Infants, Children, and Invalids set forth in 
our Illustrated Pamphlet, which ts sent 
to any address, and shows the structure 
and chemical properties of wheat. 


| PRICE, $7.00 PER BARREL. 


FRANKLIN MILLS CO., Cxicaco, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS, 
a@ One Agent (a dealer) wanted in every town.-“@a 





AGENTS WANTED for our new Religious book 
the greatest success of the 

year. Send for illustrated circular if you want to make 

money. FORSHEE & McMAKIN, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


ALOGUE or BEST BOOKS ror AGENTS 
sent free, ipoluding J Mother, Home, and 
Heaven, *2.75. eases everybody. 126,000 
sold. |. $150 monthly. E. B. TREAT, Publisher, New York. 


AGENTS are offered 50 per cent. discount to sell 
Moore’s Universal Assistant. Sure sale 
for this book anywhere. 1016 pages; 50 illustrations. 
One agent made $137.50 in 6days. For full particulars, 
address J. s. Ogilvie & Co., Publishers, 31 Rose St. oN. ¥. 

For reliable, enec- 
Fine Business Opportunity #95 ‘lish! cne= 
duce “The Arnold Automatic Steam Cooker.” This isa 
rare chance. Send for particulars at once. WILMOT 
CASTLE & CO., Rochester, New York. 


FOR ne “Life and Labors 
of C. H. Spurgeon,” pre! — Sy 
century. 


eedham, the Eva Evange 
= ey y all denominations. The bes’ 
selling Family book ever published. hm 
are meeting with wonderful success. 
competition. Any man or woman wanting 
@ good business, address, for extra 
ferms and special territory. 


WE WANT jo more we BOOK. AGENTS | 


OUR F FAMOUS WOMEN 


Romantic Story, Spi ompl Humor, an 
onder Pet Pathos’ it ‘ts without a pose. Just completed by Boot 
our greatest een Cee including Ebeabeth yee Phelps, 

larriet Prescott Spofford. H. B, stowe, Rose Terry 
, Marion Harland, and 138 others. "They 































amous women. It is Superdly lifustrated. Ministers say “God 
speed tt.” Tens of thousands are Qa Ey it, and Snte 
sell 10 to 20. : so av: Moga nae st pet chance to make 
money ever o, ‘or Circulars, Terma, &c., ta 
1D. WORTHING TON & 08., ona. 


GIVEN AWAY 


Ladies for Tea will 
do well tosend for our Premium 
List. We have premiums for or- 
ders from $5 to including Gold 
Band Tea Sets, altham Watches. 
etc. We send Gonna = oa 
orders eve ear, and have ye 
to hear of aly dissatisfaction from 
those receivingthem. If any lady 
reader of this Ra per wishes for a 
beautiful Gold Band Tea Set, they 
will find it to their advantage to 
send usa postal for further infor- 


ATLANTIC, TEA, COMPANY, 


GOLD MBDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 


Breakfast Cocoa. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 





























Sold by Grocers iroeers everywhere. 


¥. BAKER & C0. Dorchester, Mass, 





give, for the first time, the true Story of the Lives and Deedso! our | 











This porous plaster is 
absolutely bint best = 
made, 


HOP 
7 oa 7s| PLASTER 


tracts. Its power a 5 relieve is greater than that ofall 
others. Crick inthe Back and Neck, Painin the Side 
or Limbs, Stiff Joints and Muscles, Kidney Troubies, 
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Sore Chest, Affections ot 
the Heartand Liver ,and all pains or achesin any part 
are speedily relieved by the Hop Plaster. gay Try 
it. Price % cents or five for $1.00. 
LAM Ee ~_e receipt of price. Sold by 
gists and country stores, 


BACK) _ 222342". 
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THIS NEW 


a ELASTIC TRUSS 


Has a Pad differing from all 
others, is cup-shape, with Self- 
Adjusting Ball in centre, adapts 
itself to all a of the bod 
while the ball in the cup hole 
the rieare, just as a person 
would with the finger. With light pressure the Hernia 
is held securely, day and night, and a radical cure cer- 
tain. It is easy, durable, and cheap. Sent by mail. 
Circulars free. EGGLESTON hy Russ Co., Chicago, IL 
W Ewanteve ry poultry breeder to try Cheltenham 
Poultry Food. It will make hens lay well in 
winter. CHELTENHAM Foon Co., 3044 Ludlow Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. g@- Ask your ‘storekeeper for it. 


SAWYER’S CRYSTAL BLUE 


MANUFACTORY ESTABLISHED 1858. 
Red Top Box. 
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Used by nearly every family in New 
England, and by all first-class laundries, 
because it never spots the clothes. 
; ay brilliant azurine tint unequalled. 
it gives a clear tint to Laces, Linens, 
Cottons, and special bright, clear tint to 
it iP old or yellowed cloth. 
‘BL Gall for SAWYER'S Red Top Box, 
TAKE NO OTHER. 


SAWYER CRYSTAL BLUE CO., 
BOSTON, MASS. 


BBIN®S’ E 
1. L. CRAGING CO., COT TTS ee Gone 
Street Philadelphia, offer to Zive subscribers first- 


class sheet music, piano and veans, gratis. Write for 
circular. | Ei i paper 


 BARLOW’S — | “Tae FaMiIty Wash Bue 


D. 8 WILTBE RGER, Bren. | 
INDIGO BLUE 233 N. Second St, Phila. Pa 


fae 
WRITING BY MAIL. -Full set of samples FREE. 


Half the usual prices. 


_PAPER | Ww ABD & GAY, Stationers, 


M4 Devi ynshire St., Boston. 


wa W.H. Harrison & Bro. 


Manufacturers. 


PLAIN A ARTISTIC 


GRA F JES 
2 AMD IRE Pn Stee 


alee Purseess 9 and Ran 
485 CHESTNUT 8T., P 


Aces STOVES and RANGES, and 
dest, 





















WESTMINSTER Base Buswass, are the 





to make many thousand 
homes happy during the 
| Jong Winter evenings. Send for an Trustrated Cate 
logue containing a variety of Mlegantdesigns It wil} 
be mailed free. 


ESTEY ORGAN Cv., 
BRraTtLesono, Vn ¥ 





WILLIAM KNABE & Co 
ry 204 and 206 West Baltimore Street, 
Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. Y¥- 


PIANOS. ORGANS. 
J. J. HEPPE, 
Stops. Su ae 

$65 days’ 
DRAWER 12, BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
nm and Piano 

Co., Boston, New 
When handsomely tp eo and 


828 Arch Street. 
| Coupler. Shipped on 15 
ORGAN 

GAUTSCHI & CO. 
BOXES. {; M anu factu rers, Ste 
York, and Chicago, offer the 

U Wicle. 
prices, with name of dealer nearest to inquirer, 

















Cash or easy payments. 
| trial. Hahdpomte Tileontndies Card 
MUSICA Croix, yy ay Salesrooms 
largest assortment of the best and c heapest organs. | 
SEND POSTAL TO THE 
will be sent free. Our vehicles are strictly 


ORGANS. PIANOS. 
| with full ATTER. ee. Address 
at 1018 Chestnut St.. Phila. Opp. Opera House. 
== MAMMOTH WONDER CATALOGUE 
first class, and are sold by dealers in alinoss 


PATTERSON) cooti™* 4, Saiz, Recs, 919 
ATTERSON, 
HE MASON and HAMLIN ‘Orga: 
F R E E = Harbach ch Organina Co., 0, Phila., Pa. Pa. 
every town and city in the | Jnited States. 
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|| BEST ROOTING 


BARTLETT’S IMPROVED 
Poubin’ Whtck ROOF! NG FELT 
Materialeforc omplete roof.23¢c.per ag.ft 
Triples thick ROOFING FELT 
Materials for complete roof ,2%<c. pereq, 


These felts are (horough/y reliab/e,amooth, 
clean and dry, easily applied by any one. 


VULCAN ROOF fone 


Is the C est for 
Felt, or bt Shingle r 4 b0c. per 
CARBONIZED SHEAT 
Pi covers 16 8q. feet the des 
prpet Bek, « 


Felt, Léather 
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the Most 
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=. 


That those who are asked to subscribe for 
The Sunday School Times may have some 
idea of what they will gain by so doing, a 
partial announcement of the attractions for 
the year 1884 is here made. 


The department of lesson helps will not be 
permitted to drop below the highest standard 
ever attained. The Critical Notes will be 
furnished, week by week, during the year, 
for the Old Testament Lessons, by Professor 
William Henry Green, of Princeton, Chair- 
man of the Old Testament Company of Ameri- 
can Revisers, and for the New Testament 
Lessons, by Ex-President Theodore D. Wool- 
sey, of Yale College, Chairman of the New 
Testament Company of American Revisers. 
Dr. Charles 8. Robinson, M. C. Hazard, 
Faith Latimer, and other familiar writers, 
will continue their helpful contributions. 

In addition to these regular contributors, 
various eminent writers will supply sidelight 
helps on special topics kindred to the lessons, 
similar to the series which has been so warmly 





commended in the year now closing. Among |! 
the articles arranged for, the following may | | 


——-—--~ 


It Wouldn’t Pay to 


Invite You 


To the great “ Clarin’ up Time” 
unless we had ample entertain- 
ment for you in the way of sharp 
Bargains in Clothing. It would 
react against us the next time 
we should ask your attention. 
Therefore the Bargain lines are 
kept very full, and you will find 
us ready to redeem all the prom- 
ises of the last two weeks upon 
demand. 


WaNAMAKER & Brown, 


Oak HALL, 
8, E. Cor, Sixth and Market Streets. 


pp) STANDARD 
SILK 












WORLD| 
= RD & ARMSTRONG'S 


ees mae tes Cents per oz, 


we ge 
Paitere WILso 


EOCO., Chicago « or ‘New! pg 


Dealing exclusively in TEAS, 
COFFEES, SPICES and SUGARS, we iainete 
our customers a great advantage in variety, fresh- 
ness and quality of goods. Price-list and samples 
free on va C2 Please mention this paper. 


JouN . STEEN, 





Vos Market St., i Oe 


be named as already secured for the first six 
months of 1884: 


By DR. T. J. CONANT, member of the Old Testa- 
ment Company of American Revisers:—The Text of 
the New Testament and its Editors. 

By PROFESSOR PHILIP SCHAFF, President of the 
American Revision Committee :--The First Chris- 
tian Council. 

By EX-PRESIDENT T. D. WOOLSEY, of Yale Col- 
lege, Chairman of the New Testament Company of 
American Revisers:—The Brother of our Lord, and 
the Epistle of James. 

By PROFESSOR JOHN A. BROADUS, of the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary :—The Relations 
of the Acts to the Epistles. 

By THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, England :—The 
Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament. 

By BISHOP H. W. WARREN, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church :—The Power of the Tongue. 

By DR. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON :—Jewish 
Social Worship in the Dispersion. 

By DR. HOWARD CROSBY, of New York :—Faith 
and Works : the Theology of Paul and James. 

By PROFESSOR ROBERT FLINT, of Edinburgh 
University, Scotland :—Living in the Light of God. 

By PROFESSOR MATTHEW B. RIDDLE, of the 
Hartford Theological Seminary :—The Contention 
between Paul and Barnabas. 

By PHILIP SMITH, author of the “Student’s Old 
and New Testament Histories,” London, England : 
—Macedonia in the History of the World and of 
Christianity. 

By DR. WILLIAM HAYES WARD, Editor of the 
Independent, New York :—Traces of Extinct Civili- 
zation in the Regions Traversed by Paul. 

By PROFESSOR H. DRISLER, of Columbia College: 
—Light from the Classics on Paul's Journeys. 

By PROFESSOR RICHARD C. JEBB, of Glasgow 
University, Scotland :—Paul as an Orator. 

By DR. JAMES STRONG, of Drew Theological 
Seminary :—A Lesson from the Bereans. 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. SCHODDE, of Capital 
University, Columbus, Ohio:—An Old Testament 
Evangelist. 








By PROFESSOR W. W. GOODWIN, of Harvard Uni- 
versity :—The Athens of Paul's Day. 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yale Col- 
lege :—Culture as a Substitute for Religion. 

By OR. A. J. GORDON, Pastor of the Clarendon 
Street Baptist Church, Boston :—Under which King? 

By PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, of Andover 
Theological Seminary :—Earnest Views of Life. 

By PRESIDENT NOAH PORTER, of Yale College -— 
The Limits of Man’s Philosophy. 

By DR. THEODORE L. CUYLER, of Brooklyn :— 
Abstinence for the Sake of Others. 

By BISHOP ARTHUR CLEVELAND COXE, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church :—The Resurrection. 

By CANON W. H. FREMANTLE, author of the Gos- 
pel of the Secular Life, Cambridge, England :—The 
Bounds of Ghristian Freedom. 

By DR. ARTHUR MITCHELL, 
Scene in a Roman Prison. 

By JUSTICE WILLIAM STRONG, United States 
Supreme Court, Washington, D. C.:—Obedience to 
Authority. 


of Cleveland :—A 


. 

In the line of practical Sunday-school arti- 
cles by experienced workers, the following, 
already promised, are but few of the many 
which will appear during the year: 

By DR. JOHN H. VINCENT :—How a Teacher can 
get Help from the Assembly. 

By DR. J. A. WORDEN:—How to Arrange for a 
Local Normal Class. 

By DR. J. W. DULLES :—The Superintendent Pre- 
paring for his Teachers’-Meeting. 

By REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER :—The Superintendent 
Leading his Teachers’-Meeting. 

By W. R. BURNHAM :—The Superintendent in the 
Opening Exercises of his School. 

By JOHN E. SEARLES, JR. :—The Superintendent 
in the Closing Exercises of his School. 


By JOHN B. SMITH :—The Superintendent’s Ques- 
tions from the Desk. 


By REV. T. C. BOYKIN:—The Teacher’s Work in 
School and Out. 


; JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut 
COMPARATIVE WORTH or BAKING POWDERS. 





ROYAL (Absolutely Pure). .. 
GRANT’S (Alum Powder)* 





RUMFORD’S (Phosphate) fresh . 


HANFORD’S, when fresh. ..... 
REDHEAD'S..............- enone cana RIE EOE ET 
CHARM (Alum Powder)#  ..... ES 
AMAZON (Alum Powder). . EES 
CLEVELAND'S el 
PIONEER (San Francisco) .... ees 

CDi hesvitiireidtcis ... 

DR. PRICE’S........ -.-.--. | EEE 


SNOW FLAKE (Groff’s, St. Pau] rs 


LEWIS’.......0..0:-.0-------- 
CONGRESS. ........ cahibiaeate Eee 
HECKER’S..........020....5 Es 
ER SR Ae Eee 


HANFORD’S, when not fresh... 


ANDREWS £0. coaeae — 
(Milwaukee. ) “ Regal.’ RMR 


BULK (Powder sold athe bences ee 
BUMFORD’S, when not fresh... 


REPORTS OF GOVERNMENT CHEMISTS 
As to Purity and Wholesomeness of the Royal Baking Powder. 


“T have tested a package of Le al Baking Powder, which I purchased in the 


nm market, and fin 


ure and wholesome ingredients. Itisacream 


it composed of p 
tartar powder of a egree © P merit, and does not contain either alum or 


phosphates, or other inj 


substances. 


E. G. Loves, Ph.D.” 


‘Tt it a scientific fact that the Royal Baking Powder is a eecealy pure.” 


A. Mort, Ph.D.” 





' *T have examined 
the market. I find it om ly 
stance. 


“T have analyzed a pack 
it is composed are pure and wholesome. 


of Royal Baking Powder, 
fromal alum, terra alba, or on 
Henry Morton, Ph.D. , President of Stevens Institute of Technology.” 


of Royal Bak 


purchased by myself in 
oe ele injarioas sub- 


Powder. The materials of which 
8. Dana Harss, State Assayer, Mass.” 





The Ro okies Powder received the highest award over all competitors at 
World’ x 


the Vienna 
American Institute, an 


poy: 1873 ; at the Centennial, Philadelphia, 1876; at the 
at State Fairs throughout the country. 


No other article of human food has ever received such high, emphatic, and uni- 
versal endorsement from eminent chemists, physicians, scientists, and Boards of 


Health all over the world. 


Norg.—The above D1aGRam illustrates the comparative worth of various Baking 
Powders, as shown by Chemical Analysis and experiments made by Prof. Schedler. 
A one pound can of each powder was taken, the total leavening power or volume in 
each can calculated, the result being as indicated. This practical test for worth by 
Prof. Schedler only proves what every observant consumer of the Royal Baking 
Powder knows by practical éxperience, that, while it costs a few cents per pound 
more than ordinary kinds, it is far more economical, and, besides, affords the advan- 
tage of better work. A single trial of the Royal Baking Powder wili convince any 


fair minded person of these facts. 
# While the d 


shows some of the alum powders to be of a higher d 


of strength than other powders ranked below them, it is not to be taken as in 
ting that they have Aan All alum powders, no matter how high their 
8. 


are to be avoided as 
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the publisher will refund to subscribers any money that they lose thereby. 


By M. C. HAZARD :—Linking the Lessons in Class 
Teaching. 


By B.F.JACOBS :—Using the Bible in Class Teach- 
ing. 

By REV. THOMAS K. BEECHER :—How to Question 
in the Class, Illustrated by a Specimen Lesson. 

By R. T. BONSALL :—Hints on Reviews. 

By FRANK BEARD:—Sensible Uses of the Black- 
board. 

By PROFESSOR W. F. SHERWIN :—Hints as to Sun- 
day-school Singing. 

By W. M. PATTON :—How to Secure the Chureh 
Attendance of Scholars. 

By REV. SYLVANUS STALL :—Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary Societies. 

By JOHN WANAMAKER :—Auxiliaries of the Sun- 
day-school. 

By REV. F. N. PELOUBET :—Hints from Represen- 
tative American Sunday-schools. 

If a club of subscribers for your school is 
not already being arranged for, will you not 
take the matter in hand? 


At its lowest club rate, $1.00 a year, The 
Sunday School Times costs subscribers less 
than two cents a week, thus giving over eight 
pages fora cent, Its size and frequency of 
issue enable it to give so large a variety of 
help to the study of the lessons, that each 
teacher can choose for himself what is best 
fitted to his particular class, 


The Sunday School Times is valued highly 
in many homes as an excellent paper for the 
family. Besides the material bearing upon 
Bible study and all departments of Sunday- 
school work, its variety of general reading 
matter, both editorial and contributed, will be 
found helpful and interesting in any home. 

See Subscription Terms on another page, 
and don’t overlook the provision made for 
the small schools. 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
= Ky “THE REPRIMAND,” 


After Eastman John- 
son, the Fine Etching 
published by the Amer- 
ican Art Union, for its 
_Subscribers for 1884, now 
m= ready. Subscriptions 
* received by us, $5. Pros- 
pectus on application. 
New Engravings and 
Etchings, Paintings, 
Mirrors, the best Pic- 
ture Frames, all the 


ROGERS GROUPS. 


J.S. Earle & Sons, 


nut Street, Philadelphia. 


“THE FAVORITE 


CHAIR. Simple,Durable,Ele- 
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old luxury. 
es of po- 
sition. Send stamp 
(mention this paper) 
for Fllus. Cata: 
STEVENS’ Adjustable CHAIR CO, 
No, 8 Sixth St., Pittsburgh. Pr 
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“TH 1S THE Eg ie 
ENGI THRESHERS, 
mus, E Horse Powers, 
and Prices to Thr NGINES.... bis 
A New Folding Organ, sionary wo pemmened foe ale 


taves. Tremolo. Finished walnut case. Size, folded, 

ot inches phy es A inches high, 17% inches wide. 
eight, left. $0 cosh, Send draft 

or money orde eh. m. H. Young, ‘Wilmington, Del. 

Collect Coins, St r ot! 
DO You Curiosities ? Send Bamps Fe other 
year’s subscription to ola Cc Say y a= Shop, | illus. 
. wi 
10c. Seeioeenienne then , Station — Ng 
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, Will raise th i 
‘MILES BAKING POWDER Wt} raise “xe world 


—— se —sift with each can. 
“NONPAREIL” VELVETEEN. The mostfasbion- 
able dress material. Elegant, serviceable, ,inexpensive. 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition 
and have them at hand for reference, should 
use a binder. We can send by mail, postage 
paid; a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
andsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the file 
complete. Address, 





725 Chestnut Street, Phi 





JOHN D. WATTLES, PUBLISHE 
hiladelphia, 























